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Over the course of the pandemic, the government has implemented the longest and most 
draconian lockdowns and restrictions that would make Orwell’s 1984 look like a Black 
Mirror episode 


Despite the government’s constant failures whether it be hotel quarantine, contact tracing, 
lockdowns etc they continued to blame everyone else them themselves 


Society no longer free in Victoria has been regimented in a fascist like manner where the 
government looks to stigmatize those, they consider unworthy, alongside the new 
‘vaccinated economy’ that ultimately puts unvaccinated individuals in a permanent place of 
lockdown, even rejecting all non-pharmaceutical alternatives 
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SOME IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR VICTORIANS: 

*In an emergency, call 000 

Beyond Blue - 1300 22 4636 

COVID-19 Support Line for Senior Australians - 1800 171 866 
Kids Helpline - 1800 55 1800 

Lifeline - 13 11 14 

NURSE-ON-CALL - 1300 60 60 24 

Sexual Assault Crisis Line - 1800 806 292 

State Emergency Service - 13 25 00 

1800 Respect - 1800 737 7/32 


CyclistAnons@Gmail.Com @CyclistAnons 


Our social media and email inbox is always open! 
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To the People of Victoria, (and those across Australia and around the World) 
We come to You during increasingly challenging times and hope to find you and your families well. There ts wo doubt this dar era in 


Victoria's history has disrupted and changed our lives like wever before, but with perseverance will a better future be met from a strong present. 
It ts deeply regrettable that Victoria has been placed tw a very tough position currently, especially as we are with acquiesce trapped with it which 
as we know they have had many profound consequences for people across the state. As you read this from trio of teenage boys (who have rushed 
awa volunteered their talents to get this out) in Melbourne who have volunteered their time to provide you information we believe you deserve, 
our alms here are faithfully placed that we will help promote the general welfare of our community. 


With upmost appreciation, we patriotically joiw those iw thanking everyone tw Victoria who have selflessly made a positive impact within our 
communities during the pandemic, be it helping out a neighbour or doing important work etc. Overcoming this will also weed a sense of 
humanity restored, especially respecting the chotces of others and being decent whether they are or wot perfect tn Your eyes. 


Even around the world, the idea of presumption of guilt has alread y become commonplace to automatically assume everyone is twfected with the 
virus, especially those who are unvacciwated for whatever reason. And wow before anything is said to twist our words, we still accept and will 
continue to commend good health however will wot resort to monopolising one tw a cult like manner. (being healthy and staying safe caw 
include vaccines but it is NOT the only path available, there are lots of options and many embraced by many or few cultures alike) 


For those watching the scenes unfold across Australia or the rest of the world, it also provides a lesson to be taken from especially seeing a first- 
world state lilee Victoria reach drastic levels of twsanity because while it might be felt here first, it has the potential of becoming the next domino 
effect. We know that the COVID-19 pandemic was going to be bad once it arrived, but the failures and corruption seen in government has only 
made tt much worse. 


As Victoria awa those abroad fight this invisible war, it also faces the threat of what some like to call the wew normal’. Unlike ever tw history, 
the biggest psychological war has simultaneously been Launched and the extent of its propaganda is stronger than it was 100 years ago. What 
went Aowwhtll? 


Many today enjoy the tranquility of a repetitive cycle where they have found comfort tw what's happening as a sense of certainty in their 
safety and security, even Lf it's merely an illusion. On the other hand, many appear easily convinced that they would rather follow the widely 
portrayed agenda rivalling a fear of social disapproval regardless if they believe or understand any of it. Even then, they have and continue to 
weaponise and blame others but themselves for everything that has happened despite it solely being them all along. Now after cumulative 
chains of Lockdown that would be notorious tn the Guinness Book of World Records, Victoria continues to face ongoing and new kinds of 
threats. 


Some might have woticed it or haven't whether it be the federal government's new Ldentify and disruption Law or the politically motivated arrest 
of a pregnant woman in Ballarat speaking out against the Andrews Labor Government, there is a very strong movement by the establishment 
sources to ensure that people will wot speak out even though they very well caw. very easily other than the propaganda perpetuated by the 
government, attempts to use the freedom to object, have a conscious thought or to communicate out would it be met with much hostile portrayal 
by them being promoted as a threat to soclety. As they advanced on their false warrative that the Victoria Government was the only available 
solution, they pushed this to amplify their tyranny undetected while being able to neuter the ability to fight back against thelr new arbitrary 
Laws. Chances are through all this gaslighting, many may have reached the conclusion to build an extremely embellished, misleading, and 
exaggerated view of the Premier's opponents, while those who have wot been ‘standing with Daw' might be made to try and feel shamed, scared, 
insane or with disarray. for wot falling for the rearrangement and collective feeling. 


Thetr manipulation of society is done because they believe in the toea that others ave too “ordiwary” or waturally “unintelligent” and therefore 
belong as mere spectators rather thaw participants. Philosopher Noam Chomsky describes this belief from their point of view as “...this ideology 
is built ow the wotion that the mass of the public are just too stupid to be able to understand things. tf they try to participate lw managing their 
own affairs, they're just going to cause trouble. Therefore, it would be immoral and improper to permit them to do this. we have to tame the 
bewildered herd, wot allow the bewildered herd to rage and trample and destroy things”. 


While the government pursues their totalitarian tyranny with the idea that they have god-like powers, a pathological transformation ts also 
done to elevate into some power cult Like figure above while the rest of Victoria is regressed to a position to be ruled with extreme paternalism. 
They see menttctoe above all else to achieve their alms and the more they try and confuse and condition people tn the most Lnsulting manner, 
this shows the sick ana twisted true colours. Why this happens ts a simple explawation, once they become possessive of a particular Ldeology, wo 
doubt they will make sure every single prospective voter caw be placed tn a mindset of unsuspecting psychosis where it ts easter to be induced 
tuto thetr rule. 


Modern times have left a 'mainstream media’ apparatus among other addictive sources much easier to be exposed to their ‘fake wews' especially 
given their sophisticated beauty and power. tw this day and age any secondary source should never be automatically taken as ultimate truth 
(this includes this pamphlet we wrote ,which we welcome you to Look on and eritically thiwk for yourself to better understand). Our advice to 
you seeking truthful understanding the best way ts shifted over to primary sources with empirical evidence. Rather than relying ow what you 
read ow the wews or social media, Look to actually see things (e.g official documents, livestreams and other video footage, accredited studies or 
really just going out there and Looking for yourself etc). 


But there ts one thing ana that being eloquent of the true reality always upholds it's meaning, and like many who might have felt as if 
something appears wrong, it caw be reasonably said there ts something terribly wrong happening tw Victoria that weeds to be fixed. 


Whitle diseases caw spread quickly, So caw a disease against the mind as people waturally tw fear quickly succumb to things unexpectedly and 


often aren't prepared to take the time in considering the gravity of the situation. Of course, there are some more worthy of the blame thaw others, 
but it also stems ow the idea that everyone tw Victoria including us had something to do with it. The fact is that society elected this government 
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lw power and whew it first came to them using emergency powers they were very easily overlooked and ignored, until it was Later too Late to 
challenge thetr exploitation and abuse of authority. 


\w all fairness, this ts an entirely wormal reaction that any human being can have given the myriad of what was happening tw short notice 
with alarmism, the pandemic came and of course it all conspired as the best opportunity to easily rob people blind of their common sense and 
dignity. with panic ana fear for themselves and Loved ones, people Likely feeling the worst could only turn to the wow Premier Dantel Andrews 
awd his cabinet of ministers who manipulatively promised everyone that they will be order and that they will "saved", but tn exchange only 
expected for people to rematn silent, obedient and oblivious to anything they choose to do. 


Back iw March 2020, Victoria was sold the lie that the emergency powers would only be temporarily used for four weeks only until Later there 
would efforts made to make this pandemic life permanent. Even in modern times with something most of us likely are accustomed towards, 
people were owce told that income tax introduced over a 100 Years ago was just for the war, or excessive airport security following the 9/14 
attacks. There wow comes the very problem of whether permanent emergency powers will be something many of us will Live our Lives facing, or 
that future generations will feel the same fate. For those who had the misfortuwmate of living within a brutal dictatorship in many parts of the 
world and sought refuge as an Australian citizen, you might remember how many people were likely manipulated to put too much trust within 
false promises tw exchange for surrendering their rights and the characteristics associated with it's build up, only to witness the destructive 
and harmful tmpact it truely had. 


Throughout humaw history, there have been those who have denied or rejected the notion of human rights and the ability for all to reach their 
god-given potential, but victoria was fortumate in being founded to become an asylum to protect such principles. Of course while true that 
welther Victoria, Australia or any other watiow has perfectly Lived up with accuracy to it's principles of being a free country, but it is that of 
Victoria which has taken the daring approach tw shriving towards making it's remarkable story and rich history. 


Remarkably, the people tw Victoria ave constitutionally enshrined as the ultimate guardians of their own destiny, liberties and freedoms to 
flourish. tw order to help secure these Australian values, governments are instituted by the reigning monarch for the purposes of functioning 
lw the interests of the citizens. Healthy democracy in our society relles ow the people to elect those who will ow their behalf ensure that regardless 
of what party controls the government, that they only act ow the consent of Parliament with respect to all voters. 


Stretching back to ancient times, the universal idea relating to how political compromise works still bears relevance in modern times. You have 
A government that has an agenda to meet something, but achieving that agenda requires their people to provide taxation or something tw return 
etc. Like a trade unton or peak body, these people might expect that they caw choose someone to bargain and negotiate that any of the wew Laws 
are approved with a consensus where they gain something tw return. Those tw Victoria who had voted for a wow opposition, backbencher or 
crossbencher MP tw the Last election, had beew wumerously dented their representation given the number of parliament suspensions. Anyone 
who voted for the current government ministers might be comfortable with the personal tyranny, but also comes to the question had they been 
aware of what was to become would they have still voted or wot. 


Being opposed or tw disagreement to the current Andrews Labor Government is nothing to feel guilty about or to think of yourself as being 
insane, it ts the job of the government using taxpayer money to serve citizens awd wot the other way around. You and your neighbours within 
your electorate have deputised an elected MP to fight for your needs ana interests to be met by government, the moment they turn against thelr 
constituents comes the revolutionary right to vote them out. 


Wwe caw never trust this government which they have created recora high debts, destroyed Livelihoods, torw people apart, Left people to dle out, 
caused countless suffering and radically moved to prolong their dystopia. 


Certainly, if you have read this far and wish for everything that this government has done then with all due respect, you are free to dismiss 
this and continue ow unmarked with however they wish to control you lives. But alternatively, those who see the reality of what's going on just 
Like we have, thew we invite you to join us where we can do it together iw making sure our voices are heard across the state to defeat this and take 
it back. Too many Victorians have been quiet for too long already and it's time they reach and speak up, which we twvite you to think for 
yourself and communicate what matters to you ln a manner You personally see fit. Follow your own instincts and trust tw Yourself as your 
vote matters! 


Iw these dar times, we are committed tw prayer that with the blessing of Almighty God that victoria caw hopefully thrive with the future it 
desreves where tyrants will wo Longer being tolerated, and most of all that the state capital Melbourne the will return as the most liveable city 
again and we will #KLLLThEBLLL! In the meantime, please share the word around Any questions or comments feel free to reach out! 


CyclistAnons(@Protonmail.com 
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® ABS Labour Force Survey showed that total unemployment in Victoria increased by 11.4% 
alone in September. Out of the total job losses in Australia during the same month, 90% 


occurred in Victoria. 


® For the 2020/21 financial year, Victoria is expected to hit a net debt of $107 billion and 
by 2024/25 is projected to reach $156 billion or roughly 26.8% of the Gross State 
Product. This would make Victoria (aside from the Commonwealth) with the highest public 
debt and largest deficit in Australia, with over $4 billion in interest repayment. Last 
December, Victoria's Standard & Poor credit rating was additionally downgraded from 
AAA (which had been held continuously since 2003) to AA. 


® Thesecond outbreak of COVID-19 in Victoria was confirmed via genomic sequencing that 
801 deaths and 19,800 cases were all attributed to the Victoria government’s hotel 
quarantine program. At this time, both its quarantine and contact-tracing system quality 


were deemed unfit for the intended purposes. 


® Australia Bureau of Statistics data showed that during 2020, Victoria’s population 
decreased by over 42,900 and was the ONLY state/territory in the country that did not 
have any net growth. Melbourne had also recorded the largest exodus in any Australian 
capital city of people in the first three months of 2021, showing Greater Melbourne lost a 
net 8237 of residents, with nearly 60% moving to regional Victoria and the rest interstate 


mainly to Queensland. 


® According to the Victorian Suicide Register as released by the Coroner's Court of Victoria 
between January and May 2021, approximately 276 deaths have occurred with suicide 
being ruled as the cause. By August 2021, it was reported that hospital admissions for 


teenagers surged by 51% due to self-harm and suicidal thoughts (148 weekly average). 


® Since the First Andrews Ministry was formed after the 2014 election, eight ministers have 
been sacked or resigned because of ongoing corruption and scandals that continues to 
occur. (Steve Herbert, Adem Somyurek, Jane Garrett, Gavin Jennings, Robin Scott, Marlene 


Kairouz, Luke Donnellan, Jenny Mikakos) 


® The Economists Intelligence Unit’s Global Liveability Rank has removed Melbourne 
(Victoria’s capital city) status as the World’s Most Liveable City 
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About the State of Victoria 

Victoria is a state in southeastern Australia covering 227,600 square kilometres which would make it roughly 
like the size of California or the British Isles. Victoria is bordered by South Australia, New South Wales and 
is also adjacent to Tasmania separated by the Bass Strait. Saturated around the Port Phillip Bay Area, 
Melbourne is the largest city and state capital of Victoria, while nationwide it is also home to the second 
most populous city in Australia. Victoria has been home to many for over 60,000 years by various indigenous 
groups with the first recorded foreign settlers arriving by the 19™ century. Historically, it was previously a 
British colony starting in 1851 before achieving statehood in 1901 after joining other neighboring colonies to 
unite within a federal commonwealth which over the course of the 20th century saw its transition to 
independence. 
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Governance of the State of Victoria 

Victoria is a state operating under a political system of federalism, meaning there is a federal government that 
has jurisdiction across Australia while a state government is geographically limited to governing within the 
borders of that state. Powers of the federal and state government are divided among the two in accordance 


with the Australian Constitution. Through the Constitution, specific powers are made available to the federal 
government, however all non-exclusive powers designate the remainder to state governments. 


The system of government in Victoria is a constitutional monarchy that operates with a parliamentary 
democracy fostered on the Westminster System of government philosophy. There are three branches set 
upon the separation of powers doctrine which include the executive, legislative and judicial each being 
separate constituent parts from one another. 


Executive Branch Legislative Branch (Parliament) Judicial Branch 


Monarchy Legislative Council (upper Supreme Court 
Governor of Victoria house of Parliament) County Court 


Premier (minister acting as Legislative Assembly (lower Magistrates Court 

the head of government) house of Parliament) Victorian Civil and 
Ministry (several members Administrative Tribunal 
from Parliament) 





Currently in Victoria, the monarch is Elizabeth i/ by the Grace of God Queen of Australia and Her other Kealms and Territory, the Governor is Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau 
and the Premier is 7he Honourable Daniel Andrews MP. The Premier of Victoria is a Member of Parliament (MP) within the Legislative Assembly who forms a cabinet to act as the 
government ministry of the day. By customary convention, the Governor who is appointed at Her Majesty’s pleasure on the advice of the Premier, is expected to act on all the advice by 
the Premier. 


MPs are elected by the constituents residing in each electoral district (Legislative Assembly) and region (Legislative Council), elected MPs are entitled to a seat in Parliament that would 
then be presided over a Speaker (Legislative Assembly) and President (Legislative Council). Ministers can come from either house while both the Premier and Leader of Her Majesty’s 
Opposition are seated in the lower house, both are by convention leaders of the largest political parties in the house which currently include Liberal & Labor. Frontbencher MPs (seated at 
the front row of the despatch box) can be selected as ‘Shadow Ministers’ by the Opposition Leader with the incumbent being 7he Honourable Matthew Guy MP, which while they aren’t 
officially in power can specifically specialize a portfolio of an existing minister to scrutinize. 
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Victoria’s 59 Parliament 
The Parliament of Victoria is a bicameral legislature with two houses which follow the tradition of a 
Westmuinster-derived parliamentary system. It consists of the monarchy represented by the vice-regal Governor 
and the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council. 
> The lower house (Legislative Assembly) seats 88 members with the Speaker being the presiding officer 
> The upper house (Legislative Council) seats 40 members with the President being the presiding officer 


Government of the day which includes the Premier is originally formed within the lower house based on the 
ability to foster command and supply which involves the most dominant party/coalition. The party/coalition that 
is 2" place to the winning party at the election will become the corresponding opposition, with the remaining 
acting as “crossbenchers’”’. The government party/coalition additionally gains the opportunity within the executive 
branch upon being appointed into the Executive Council, with the cabinet and ministry implementing laws passed 
by Parliament (including those that enable further laws to be made by the government) and overall governing the 
State. 


Current political party composition in the 59th Parliament of Victoria: 

e Government 
Victoria Labor Party — 72 members (21 Ministers of the Crown including Premier + 14 Parliamentary 
Secretaries) 

e Opposition 
Victoria Liberal Party — 31 members (19 Shadow Ministers including Leader of the Opposition + 3 
Shadow Parliamentary Secretaries) 
Victoria Nationals Party — 7 members (4 Shadow Ministers + 2 Shadow Parliamentary Secretaries) 
Crossbench 
Independents (no party affiliation): 5 members 
Victoria Greens — 4 members 
Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party — 2 members 
Liberal Democrats — 2 members 
Animal Justice Party — 1 member 
Reason Party — 1 member 
Shooters, Fishers, Farmers Party — 1 member 
Sustainable Australia — 1 member 
Transport Matters — 1 member 





How Laws are Made in Victoria 

In Victoria, the main framework of laws can be statute and common law which can occur across 
the three branches of government however constitutionally there 1s “parliamentary supremacy” 
that upholds Parliament yielding supreme over the executive and judiciary. 


e Executive Branch: The government and its statutory authorities can produce ‘delegated legislation’ 
based on Acts of Parliament that authorize them to do so 

e Legislative Branch: Bills that receive the majority vote from both houses can receive royal assent to 
become an Act of Parliament 

e Judicial Branch: Courts can make statutory interpretations solely as required to clarify legislation with 
those laws becoming relevant to supplement enforcement, they may also create common law to 
examine how discrepancies in unanswered areas of laws are expected to be enforced. 
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Facts about COVID-19 (Australia Based): 


e COVID-19 has a survival rate averaging 94-99.97% with a higher figure above 99% typically attributed to those under 
the age of 70. At face value this might sound comforting, but it can easily reason with why a drastic public health 
response has been justified in the first place. While there is a high survival rate, what makes it different to most 
diseases other than being novel is not only the high intensity of symptoms but the greater possibility of what has been 
described as “post-COVID-19 syndrome”. This involves the risk of long-term or even permanent damage to the human 
body, such as lung inflammation or kidney injuries. 
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e According to a study by the Australian Bureau of Statistics into the SARS-CoV-2 deaths measured between January 
until September, about 72.7% of COVID-19 deaths during 2020 had recorded at least one pre-existing chronic 
condition. Of these certified comorbidities conditions, the most prevalent included dementia (41.3%) and chronic 
cardiac conditions (31.7%). In terms of deaths due to COVID-19, 87.2% had recorded an associated condition within 
the death certificate with many being other diseases or conditions (either indirectly or directly) at time of death. 
Approximately 54.1% of the causal sequence that led to the acute coronavirus disease consequence were pneumonia 
based with the fatality rate of 39% for males aged above 90. In contrast to the 2.7% overall, males below the age of 60 
years old have a case fatality rate of 0.1%. The average category of case among COVID-19 deaths occurred within 
males and females aged between 80-89 years old. 


e PCR (polymerase chain reaction) testing is designed to detect genetic DNA material of viruses such as SARS-CoV-2, 
however it does not determine the level of infectiousness and illnesses once the virus is identified. Since the 29" °f 
January 2020 per the statutory regulations of the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Coronavirus) Regulations 
2020, COVID-19 has become a notifiable condition where all positive detected cases are required to be notified to the 
Victoria Department of Health and Human Services immediately. The common argument is that these reported cases 
inflate the numbers without context for the circumstances. In alternative scenarios such as other jurisdictions, 
individuals might be advised simply to remain at home to self-care, isolate and await clinical evidence before being 
tested (though there can be legitimate risks for not attending a medical facility or alerting in advance). It could also be 
argued that the requirement to attend a testing venue alone may also accelerate the spread further, though it is unclear 
how frequent many people would opt towards in-home testing and care. 


Ultimately while very easy for many to survive, coronavirus can be dangerous especially for those 
above Australia’s average life expectancy, vulnerable persons and during extreme circumstances 
where it is left untreated. It is also noteworthy that with case and death statistics, there is also lack of 
context alone surrounding the background and nature of the data portrayed that would accurately 
depict the level of risk to the community. 


For most people that test positive for COVID-19, it generally involves a recovery from mild-symptoms 
without the need for hospitalisation if in-home care and remote supervision is present. Outdoor 
transmission remains extremely rare in Victoria, with Murdoch Children's Research Institute stating 
that COVID-19 is normally mild for healthy young people. 
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Victoria and COVID-19 Lockdown Laws 


In Australia, most MPs traditionally will vote in accordance with their political party platform as part of their 
election promises, though in rare occasions would they vote differently to other party members (described as a 
“conscious vote’’). This explains why public and appropriation bills introduced by government ministers are 
almost always passed, given the bulk of MPs having affiliation with the respective governing party. 


Back in 2008 with then Minister of Health Daniel Andrews who introduced the Public Health and Wellbeing 
Bill 2008 to radically transform the public health laws within Victoria, which passed with majority of members 
in both houses at the trme. Many MPs then who voted against it cited human rights concerns, when the public 
were invited to make submissions regarding this new law only TWO responses were made (Victorian Privacy 
Commissioner & Victorian AIDS Council/Gay Men’s Health Centre). 


On the 16" March 2020, the provision to issue a state of emergency was done under Section 198(1) of the 
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 which initially would be a 4 week period. Under the public health laws 
at the time, state of emergencies could be extended continuously but no longer than a 6-month duration which 
later became a constitutional difficulty for the government. Therefore, on two occasions, new laws have had to 
be introduced into Parliament and passed that would extend this maximum timeframe for a longer duration. 
Currently there has been 20 extensions with only one last available extension permitted before December 16" 
2021 (should new laws pass). 


By April 2020, the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 was given royal assent that would 
strengthen the government’s ability to enact further regulations, with several major changes made including 
radical modifications to the application of the laws. A later similar act was passed which also expanded the 
scope of “authorized officers” that the Secretary of DHHS can delegate towards. 


On August 2" 2020, a state of disaster was also declared under the Emergency Management Act 1986 that 
would for the purposes of empowering the Minister of Police and Emergency Services further emergency 
powers. These include the ability to direct any government agency and reallocate resources (such as those 
outside their portfolio), suspension of certain legislation, seize private property without judicial warrants or 
control movement “within the disaster area”. Both allow emergency powers to be exercised outside the scope 
of Parliament upon the discretionary viewpoint of the government during the emergency/disaster (essentially 
the unlimited ability to make and enforce laws). 


Over the duration of the pandemic, the government had been able to convene directions that would have not 
only suspended traditional constitutional norms and parliamentary scrutiny, but also individual freedoms that 
being extorted with the expectation that it would remain a permanently deprived often without due process. 


The fallacy that the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 possesses is that emergency powers are both 
extremely vague, and therefore enables the government the ultimate power to quickly and without challenge 
promulgate any laws (provided they claim it is relevant for “protecting public health”). 
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Examples of these emergency powers being exercised have included: 


The government’s ability to empower authorized officers to physically break open and enter private residences, being 
able to do so in the absence of any warrant and authority from a court magistrate simply based on “suspicion of violating 
or might breach COVID-19 public health laws”. These have also included numerous occasions where individuals have 
been arbitrarily detained for indefinite periods or imprisoned for several months. 

On numerous occasions, Parliament has been delayed, suspended and even efforts have been made to limit the capability 
of MPs to partake in parliamentary affairs. Most particularly, banning the votes of MPs even from remote settings. 

Gun rights have also been fully surrendered with measures making them lawfully accessible have been restricted to the 
point where permitted venues are closed, available registration for licenses or renewals have closed and firearm stores 
have also been shut down. Violating the COVID-19 laws is enough to warrant up to a 10-year ban on firearm licenses. 
Establishing a hotel quarantine program that directly caused 801 confirmed deaths and 19,800+ cases. 

Over the course of the state of emergency, the suspension of judicial proceedings to proceed and 
judgements/orders/rulings to be done even in the absence of a standard trial-by-jury. 

Mandatory mask-wearing when leaving the house that include even in the most trivial scenarios including when 
consuming alcohol or when inside of a motor vehicle alone 

As part of the lockdown, the ability to leave the house is restricted to limited reasons with prescribed timeframes that are 
available. Some of the few reasons to leave home include shopping for “essential supplies”, compassionate/caregiving 
reasons, work, or education (you are also expected to carry documents to certify approval), exercising (though has 
gradually extended from 1 hour to 4 hours recently) or medical reasons. 

Lockdowns being implemented statewide even in regions where no cases have ever occurred 

Inviting people over to your own house (or above the permitted capacity limits) can result in penalties and infringements 
being issued. Public gatherings in the most extreme cases have been confined to maximum 2 people or only a select 
number of those vaccinated. 

Prohibited movement with limitations on being able to travel more than 5km (has also been other distances ranging up to 
25km) to conduct the prescribed activities permitted to leave the house. A nighttime curfew that is in-force 7 days a week 
also limit the timeframe (8pm-5am) in which leaving the house 1s restricted unless in emergency scenarios. 

Leaving your house was generally limited to one person per household that were permitted to undergo the permitted 
purposes to temporarily leave the house 

Forced closure or undertaking of “non-essential” businesses whilst also giving preference to “essential businesses” that 
operate in an environment that exhibits similar risk levels. 

Nine public housing towers within Flemington and North Melbourne were subjected at short notice to a mandatory 
detention in the most restrictive manner for a two-week duration, consequently there were over 3,000 residents unable to 
leave their homes including physically going outside contrary to the rest of Victoria for permitted purposes. 
Supplementing the lockdown, those who owned more than one residential property were required to choose one principal 
place of residence and were prohibited from accessing the others. Travel restrictions which not only included limitations 
from leaving the state or even travelling interstate, also set obligations of “essential” businesses wishing to continue 
operating to enforce protocols that ascertain if individuals are within their permitted geographical boundary. 

Terminally ill hospital patients also being denied visitation from their families. 

Indefinite detention of someone who 1s perceived to have violated any of the COVID-19 regulations 

Protests being banned though the government’s ability to enforce them have appeared purely ideologically motivated 
rather than on a rule-of-law basis. These have ranged from drastically extreme and violent police responses to shutting 
down roads and public transportation to disrupt attempted protests. Many have also been arrested within the confines of 
their own home for expression and speech that contradict government interests. It also includes those who may have/been 
suspected of planning an unauthorised protest that haven’t occurred yet. 

Militarization of “authorised officers” which include police force units responsible for enforcing COVID-19 directions 
being supplemented with unarmed ADF trained individuals to aid in their civil functions to enforce the measures (that 
includes interrogating people on the streets or appearing at residences) 

Remote Pilot Aircraft Systems (drones, UAVs, UAS) have been deployed to provide aerial surveillance for the purposes 
of investigating and enforcing COVID-19 directions, with monitoring occurring from public spaces to potentially the 
exterior of private residences 

Pop-up roadblocks have been placed across numerous locations to enforce whether individuals have been permitted 
travel within that distance (ironically RBT soberity checkpoints designed to stop drunk-driving were also shut down due 
to the pandemic, yet replaced with the requirement to present documents to certify authorisation to leave the house) 
Allowing brothels to remain open while visitation to private homes remain prohibited 

Deliberate coverup of information including the health advice evidence that prompted the several Chief Health Officer 
Directions 

Mandating vaccinations as a prerequisite among the population for lockdowns to be lifted (and refusing to uphold those 
claims once achieved), forcing mass redundancies by requiring vaccinations to get ANY job or overall participation in 
society with the imposition of required “passports” 


Challenge: Find the health advice which include the evidence and justification for each decision made in regard to the lockdowns 
and restrictions made (never has been released) 
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Scenario Examples for Victorians: 


e If you live in the most remote and isolated part of Victoria during lockdown where no 
cases have ever occurred: You are subject to the same directions equally enforced in an 
urban area far away, despite virtually no risk to yourself or others. You can't go more than 5km 
from your residence and nobody else can travel near your rural property due to being heavily 
secluded. Yet rather than focusing on assisting properly affected areas, resources are diverted 
with the focus to ensure your compliance. This includes being required to stay inside, limit your 
exercise hours which then you are still required to procure facemasks and ensure that you 
return home before the curfew comes into effect at 9pm. Any breaches will be met with 
potentially lethal force by a law enforcement unit unfamiliar with the locals dispatched 
elsewhere. 


e Ifyou are exercising your constitutional right as a voter in Victoria: The Premier is 
exercising emergency powers that give free reign to immediately make desired regulations 
without parliamentary oversight. You wish to criticize the CHO directions, so you contact your 
local MP but the problem is that Parliament has been suspended until further notice meaning 
you and the rest of the state have no representation on those matters. Maybe your electorate 
had voted for someone incompetent who has shifted their loyalty away from their constituents 
in favor of being down bad for the government. You are now being imposed a set of restrictions 
on how to live your life, money is being extracted from you for taxation purposes to finance 
these restrictions you never had a say in. Even when Parliament does resume in session, a 
select number of MPs are barred from attending and voting meaning if you voted for those 
MPs, you are left to be dictated by the rest of society with nobody to defend you. While you 
could protest or openly express an opinion personally, you will likely be vilified by the media 
and overall establishment while having a counter terrorist style law enforcement response on 
you. 


e If you choose not to get vaccinated or prefer to keep your records private: As a result of 
government public policy, you have been placed in a permeant de-facto lockdown and banned 
from participating in society. This means you can't get any job, can’t engage in the economy, 
or even have your human rights protected. Originally you were told that it was voluntary 
meaning there will be no direct consequences by any laws, yet it has reached the stage where 
you are coerced to meet various basic functions. If you are of low socio-economic status and 
cannot afford a compatible electronic device or a printer for the vaccine passport, then you are 
also barred from society. Most businesses that have been fortunate to survive the economic 
crisis are able to return on the condition of enforcing the ‘vaccinated economy’, however 
cannot risk your attendance due to the high fines that will become a major toll on their already 
financially struggling position. You will also be made redundant from by your employer, and if 
you attempt to start your own business then it ultimately starts back with you being mandated. 
All your friends and family, they are also divided and will be banned from virtually having any 
contact with you depending on their status. 


e If you are a non-essential worker/business owner: Ultimately you are forced out of your 
source of income due to the government's public policies. Regardless of how much you may 
have earned beforehand, you are likely left within the crippling economic downturn to rely on 
welfare payments that pay the bare minimum (as the government has banned you from 
working) and likely will accumulate further debts and potentially be in financial stress. All your 
remaining cash will likely be depreciated and/or devalued and that welfare check you are made 
dependent on has yet to be adjusted for the currency fluctuation. While this happens, the 
government will help endorse and monopolize the more fortunate “essential” industries that are 
able to eliminate the competitive market. 
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Victoria’s ICU Capacity under Andrews Labor Government 


e On April 1% 2020, then Minister for Health Jenny Mikakos announced a $1.3 billion 
injection that claimed a “huge expansion into the health system to fight coronavirus’. 
This would have increased the total available intensive-care unit (ICU) beds with an 
additional 4000 beds which would have been supplemented by capital-works and 
workforce training. 

- By April 6" 2020, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 499 

- By August 27" 2020, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 440 

- By December 31“ 2020, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 409 
- By February 12 2021, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 431 
- By May 13" 2021, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 407 

- By July 22" 2021, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 449 

- By September 2" 2021, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 430 
- By October 14" 2021, Victoria’s ICU capacity was 465 

e Note: The Burnett Institute (which the Vic Government contracted for its modelling), even 
projected that by mid-December, around 462-953 coronavirus patients will require ICU 


Traffic light classification for capacity 


Percent of cases informed of Prompt result notification allows early identification of 
contacts from cases, and ensures that cases are in 
isolation 


result within 24 hours (1 day) 
from specimen collection* 








Prompt notification of close contacts from the time the 
case was tested allows early quarantine 


Percent of close contacts notified 
to quarantine within 48hrs (2 
days) of case specimen 
collection® 
N/A 


Public Health Workforce Status 
including own surge capacity 


ICU due to COVID-19 (pre-surge) 
ICU beds are COVID cases 
Transmission Potential A state-wide transmission potential greater than 1 
bensratee=—] indicates the potential for the virus, if it were present, to 
establish and maintain community transmission. 


Cases diagnosed when in quarantine are a sign of effective public health response noting that some cases may have been infectious in community prior to entering quarantine 
Includes cases that were locally acquired within the jurisdiction and cases that acquired their infection interstate but were detected in the reporting jurisdiction 

Interpret with caution. High risk cases can occur in both urban or rural/remote settings. Jurisdictions will determine level of risk based on individual risk assessments 

Cases informed of result require manual reporting and measure multiple metrics (specimen to laboratory, laboratory turnaround time, public health/laboratory/clinician to case time) 
Close contacts as defined in the SoNG but not including large venue attendees 


Qualitative measure for this encompasses public health 
response 





An indicator of when surge capacity is going to be 
needed to support patients with COVID-19 in ICU. 


aAQhon> 


(Source: Australian Government Department of Health ‘Traffic Light Classification for Capacity Framework by the Communicable Diseases 
Network Australia (CDNA) and the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee) 


A common reasoning for lockdowns includes the risk of ‘overwhelming the health 
system’ and therefore through emergency powers would it allow the immediate 
reallocation of resources to be activated. By “flattening the curve’ to disperse against 
rising case numbers, it was argued that this would reduce the prospect of inundation 
against what might be an under-prepared hospital system. The issue is that the 
lockdowns which was intended to ‘buy some extra time’ failed to address how the health 
system will be adequately prepared to overcome the present circumstances. It is why 
around the world there has been makeshift hospitals being rushed to be built, systems 
that are revitalized or major deployment of healthcare workers to be stationed etc, so 
that once reopening occurs there are correct precautionary provisions to manage the 
threat. 
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Examples of how the Victoria Government Failed the Pandemic 


m@ = The initial downplays of the pandemic potential in Victoria including the official dissemination of 
inconsistent and contradictory information to the public (which includes aligning with the World Health 
Organization that also had a separate corrupt response). This includes stating that the risk was ‘very 
low’, encouraging gatherings, enticing differing viewpoints on masks and that it should not be used, 
many which would soon be replaced with a more alarmist tone and overreach to hypocritically counter 
previous statements. 

How do! protect myself and my family? 
The best way to protect yourself and your family is to pay attention to good hand and respiratory hygiene. 


Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow, dispose of the 
tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards. Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet and before 
eating. 


If you have concerns about your health, please see your doctor. 

Healthcare workers are recommended to consistently apply appropriate infection prevention control measures 
(standard precautions) when looking after patients. 

Do | need to wear a face mask? 


Face masks are not recommended for use by members of the public in Victoria for the prevention of infections like 
novel coronavirus. Should any health professional be required to treat a suspected or confirmed case, they will be 
supported by following standard infection control guidelines. 


(Source: Victoria DHHS: Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Factsheet for the Victorian public Last 
updated: 1 February 2020) 


™ Contrary to the present, the government launched a $5 million campaign with Visit Victoria on February 
19% 2020 in an attempt to encourage and boost tourism traffic from interstate & international markets 
(including from COVID hotspots) despite studies later showing the extent of transmission that occurred. 


m During the second wave of COVID-19 in 2020, 99% of confirmed cases and 801 deaths were all found 
via genomic sequencing to have linked back to the government’s failed hotel quarantine (Inquiry into 
Hotel Quarantine). Several characteristics of mismanagement of the hotel quarantine directly 
contributed to this, ranging from protocol breaches, poor standards, untrained staffing, limited 
preparation among others. This led to a 15-month WorkSafe investigation which by October 2021 
prompted prosecution. Today, continued outbreaks for a magnitude of reasons continues to cause 
some of the state’s biggest outbreaks. 


m The controversial hotel quarantine program that caused the second wave, was originally budgeted to 
cost $80 million though it was increased to $195 million (Queensland had a budget of $19 million while 
New South Wales had a budget of $50 million). Of the final soending, approximately $60 million was 
spent on contracting with private security companies, one of them which was paid $45 million was not 
even an approved government provider nor did it enter any formal contracting tenders. It wasn’t until 
2nd July 2020 that Corrections Victoria would replace all private security functions, although the issue 
was that international arrivals were also closing. Until the 30th November 2020, the total expenditure 
was approximately $78.6 million to hire ‘Resident Support Staff’ whom held qualifications of ‘airline 
cabin crew’ to administer the hotel quarantine program. Given the very low frequency of travel into 
Australia (limited to those authorised at a federal level for select purposes), about 21% of those 
employed by Corrections Victoria assigned alternative tasks such as doorknocking or ‘refresher 
training’. 


m@ Several contact-tracing failures which included utilizing a system that was “not fit for purpose” whilst 
rejecting opportunities to immediately reform and instead continuing with paper-based methods. 


m Public elective surgery waitlists increased by 28.2% during 2020 to figures of 65,843 with January- 
March 2021 alone would later add over 14,000 individuals. During 2020, ambulance response time in 
the 90' percentile also increased by 3.3 minutes (VAHI data for Life-Threatening Category 0 Incidents). 
Across Victoria, many instances also occurred where response times have been hours or even not 
showing up at all, with many reports that people have been witnessed using taxis and rideshares to 
combat this. 
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m The handling of the public housing lockdown over a 2-week duration that was planned in an extremely 
short period, confined under guard over 3,000 people across nine tower blocks. Many of these people 
restricted from stepping outside were also left without essential food, medicine, and stock etc, highly 
affecting many especially considering there were many non-English speaking residents. The Victorian 
Ombudsman later found that the government’s handling of this had breached the state’s human rights 
laws. 


m The handling of the Cedar Meats cluster that involved a redaction of information and coverup to conceal 
the presence of an outbreak occurring at the meat processor facility, the company was also a major 
political donor to the Labor Party that supported electoral efforts for present ministers 


m@ Continuity of the longest lockdowns in HISTORY in Victoria were based on flawed models, including 
elimination targets that in the long-term many world-leading epidemiologists suggest that it is not only 
burdensome or non-evidence based but failed to address permanent solutions. It is also worth noting 
that information remains extremely limited given the government’s refusal to release the health advice 
surrounding the background of the lockdowns. 


m™ Budget cuts, deficits and undersupply of frontline resources that were initially made leading up to the 
pandemic towards the public health system and later, including during 2019 beforehand when Australia 
and Victoria saw its biggest influenza outbreak in history. This was done whilst prioritising with over- 
budgets on infrastructure projects (Treasurer was a major shareholder), issuing corrupt hotel quarantine 
contracts (despite conflict of interests and millions paid even when not operating) and of course causing 
the closure of many businesses and the loss of many jobs. During the hotel quarantine investigation, 
the amount of taxpayer funds that government ministers used to defend themselves ($7.7 million) 
exceeded the amount that Board of Inquiry used to investigate them ($5.7 million). 


m@ To put into perspective, between 11! March 2020 and 31* July 2021 approximately 982 COVID-19 
deaths occurred (920 were directly due to COVID-19) with 808 occurring in Victoria which would make 
up 87.8% of all deaths in Australia. All the 801 deaths directly caused by the hotel quarantine failure in 
Victoria therefore accounted towards 99.1% of all deaths in Victoria alone. While hotel quarantine 
outbreaks continue through 2020 and 2021, the sixth lockdown period would see another 300+ deaths 
(though it is not yet confirmed whether it was caused directly due to government public policy). If 
Victoria’s hotel quarantine casualties was removed from the equation, Australia’s death toll would 
hypothetically be 183, meaning Australia could have been 3rd (after Iceland and New Zealand) in 
having the lowest COVID-19 death toll out of any OECD member country. 


Polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are contaminated toxic soil that through many number of studies, have shown that high-levels of 
exposure have risks that can cause damage to the human body. 


According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency: “The most-studied PFAS chemicals are PFOA and PFOS. Studies indicate 
that PFOA and PFOS can cause reproductive and developmental, liver and kidney, and immunological effects in laboratory animals. Both 
chemicals have caused tumors in animals. The most consistent findings are increased cholesterol levels among exposed populations, with 
more limited findings related to: low infant birth weights, effects on the immune system, cancer (for PFOA), and thyroid hormone disruption 
(for PFOS).” 


In recent years, the Victoria Government awarded a contract to Transuburban worth billions to construct a West Gate Tunnel whilst 
simultaneously Treasurer Tim Pallas was also a major shareholder within the publicly listed company. The soil that is generated from 
constructing the infrastructure would involve the need to relocate it for dumping, given it can take decades to break down. 


Leaked test results have shown that PFAS levels exhibited in the toxic chemicals of the soil showed that were around 112-2000 times above 
the suitable drinking water amount levels (it is also water-borne). Despite this, it has been used to dispose the contaminated soil even 
within proximity of residential areas by the Victoria Government. 


@ = Given the impact that PFAS can cause to the human body and the dumping sites that have occurred mostly within the outskirts 
of the western suburbs in Greater Melbourne, they have also correlated to being the same areas of the most COVID-19 cases. 





- The federal government used Christmas Island was temporarily used to 
accommodate hundreds of returning travellers back in early 2020 including 
positive confirmed cases, no outbreaks have yet to occur on the island 
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Justification for the State of Emergency to end in December 2021 

National Cabinet recommendations have included state governments being encouraged to 
transition towards a phase where coronavirus 1s managed consistently 1n a similar manner to 
other infectious diseases. Both preventative medicine and therapeutic treatments already exist 
within Victoria that help prevent and/or ameliorate possible complications. To summarize and 
counter the points raised 1n the government’s declaration of the state of emergency that was 
tabled to Parliament: 


® While there is a morbidity and mortality rate that can present a significant threat predominately 
to elderly people, chronically ill and those vulnerable, there are present measures in place to 
drastically minimise and mitigate them, including those already internally enshrined in the 
standard protocol of several organizations. Most likely any internal safety measures and policies 
will continue to be enforced on private property even in the absence of any government 
regulations and intervention. 


® The attempt towards the ‘elimination strategy’ where all community transmission ceases, and 
case number sustains at zero over a period has proven extremely unfeasible. Premier Daniel 
Andrews previously described his roadmap strategy as “aggressive suppression” which would 
see restrictions lifted once there were “no new cases for 28 days and no active cases (state- 
wide) and no outbreaks of concern in other states and territories”. 


*® Currently in Australia, there are vaccinations and pharmaceutical countermeasures for COVID- 
19 that have been provisionally approved by the federal Therapeutics Goods Administration. 
This includes MRNA and viral vector vaccines, while TGA approved treatment options include 
monoclonal antibody therapy, immune modulators among other antiviral medications. While it 
is true there isn’t any approved cures for COVID-19, this is also the case for majority of 
infectious diseases (even the common cold) and therefore reliance within the healthcare system 
occurs with existing vaccines and medicines etc. 


The National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce (public/private partnership) recommends 
treatments based on different circumstances including corticosteroids, tocilizumab, sarilumab, 
baricitnib, sotrovimab, remdesivir, casirivimab plus imdevimab for mild illnessses. The taskforce 
also recognised the more ‘controversial’ treatment options proposed such as 
hydroxychloroquine and ivermectin as suitable for approved clinical trials given successful 
outcomes overseas, however strictly advices against the use for COVID-19 outside approved 
research. Present claims have been made those trials for certain controversial treatments will 
require further examination among select population and age demographics. 


® Since the introduction of the vaccination program in February 2021 for Victoria, over 85% of the 
state's eligible population has received at least one dose of a vaccine as of October 2021. While 
Regional Victoria's healthcare system remains limited in contrast to Metropolitan Melbourne, 
the three most populated LGAs in Regional Victoria (City of Greater Geelong, City of Greater 
Bendigo, City of Ballarat) have sustained a vaccination rate above 94% for a first dosage. 13 
LGAs in Metropolitan Melbourne have reached a 90% vaccination rate for first dosage, state- 
wide there is a 70% rate at minimum that has been achieved across all 79 LGAs (excluding 
unincorporated Vic). 
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Rise and Consolidation of Power by Andrews Labor Government 


Premier Daniel Andrews and his government ministry are made up of members from the 
Australian Labor Party, one of the two largest political parties in Victoria and overall 
Australia. Andrews first entered an official political career with the government following 
the election in 2002 for the Legislative Assembly seat of Mulgrave where he was also 
appointed Parliamentary Secretary for Health. By 2007, Andrews became the Minister 
for Health before reaching the position of Leader of Opposition and Premier of Victoria 
respectively during the 2010s. Between 2011-2014, Mr Andrews’ polling for “Better 
Premier’ was 14% at its lowest while 52.5% was the highest (Roy Morgan Better 
Premier and Satisfaction Polling). Unlike most MPs, Mr Andrews has spent his entire 
political tenure without being a backbencher, being part of a ministry since 2002. 


It is worth noting the conditions and parallels of Victoria prior to his elections that would 
lead him towards becoming Premier. Back during the 1980s and 1990s, Australia like 
most other countries saw downturns that would contribute to the collapse of the 
Victorian economy, predominately including the early 1990s recession following the 
1987 Black Monday stock market crash. During this period there were a myriad of 
events, the State Bank of Victoria collapsed, Pyramid Building Society collapsed with a 
$2 billion debt and state budget cutback that prompted mass redundancies in public 
works. Around the time in the lead up to the 2014 election where the unemployment 
rate was reaching 6.8%, the automotive industry in Victoria would demise with the 
biggest decline in motor vehicle exports and announced closure of large-scale 
manufacturing plants by General Motors Holden, Ford and Toyota that would cause 
mass layoffs. 


In the short-term using this pretext would help consolidate the rise of Mr Andrews as 
Premier, this push likely came as many voters sought out towards an alternative within 
the two-party system. Predominately it was likely motivated by not only growth and 
dependency on government public service, but also its corporate statism position to 
address the unemployment crisis. 


Since 2020, Victoria has faced the biggest fall in economic output since the Great 
Depression in the 1930s and continues an ongoing recession (defined as more than two 
quarters of negative growth), alone with lockdowns prompting billion-dollar losses each 
week. 


Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics Labour Force Survey shows that in 
Victoria, the three biggest employment figures by industry groups include ‘professional, 
scientific and technical services’, ‘healthcare and social assistance’ and ‘education and 
training’. With an estimated 30% + of the Victorian workforce, this highlights the strong 
proportion of those most likely to be unaffected given the flexibility for remote operations 
and/or classification of “essential work” by the government. 
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The Victoria Government has launched the biggest psychological operation in the 
state’s history, and they are getting better at it every single day. 


ike Since 2016, the Department of Premier and Cabinet have utilized a 
‘Behavioural Insights Unit which applies social engineering techniques 
against the Victorian population. The program aims to address an 
approach that “recognises that humans are not the entirely “rational 
actors”, and therefore improve the ability to apply methods that 
generate compliance. 

i Based on findings by the Parliament Public Accounts and Estimates 
Committee, approximately $770,393 has been used to take the 
unconventional approach of using taxpayer funds to finance the Daniel 
Andrews’ own Facebook page. While using social media is nothing 
new for the government, the difference is most politicians separate 
their personal and electoral business away from official taxpayer 
funded channels. 


Premier 
2019-20 BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING - FRIDAY 31 MAY 2019 
PREMIER 
Written Questions on Notice provided by Richard Riordan MP 


1. Secretary, Mr Eccles, BP3 PG 299, in 2015-16 the Department paid $122,507 to promote the Premier's 
Facebook page and in 2016-17 that jumped to more than $162,000. 


How much was spent in 2017-18 and how much has been spent so far in 2018-19? 

RESPONSE 

The costs associated with advertising on the Premier's Facebook page are charged directly to the Premier's 
Office and met from its annual appropriation. 

In 2017-18 the Premier's Office incurred Facebook advertising expenditure of $166,751. 


For the period 1 July 2018 to 31 May 2019, the Premier's Office spent $143,432 on advertising for the 
Premier's Facebook page 


(Source: Public Accounts and Estimates Committee 2019-20 Budget Estimates Hearings) 
Questions taken on notice and further information agreed to be 
supplied at the hearings 

















| Department: | PREMIER AND CABINET 
| Witness: Mr MOULE | 
Committee member: | Ms VALLENCE 
Pages of transcript: 27-28 
Question: 


Ms VALLENCE: | would just like to pick up on something that was discussed earlier, Secretary, 
and it is in relation to the Facebook page and expenditure related to promoting the Premier’s 
Facebook page. Can you provide us a full figure for the 2019-20 year—on promoting the 
Premier’s Facebook page? 


Mr MOULE: Yes, Ms Vallence. And sorry, Mr O’Brien, that time beat us when | was answering 
this question last. For the 2019-20 financial year the expenditure was commensurate with but 
less than the previous two years. It was $158 874; the previous two years were in the 160s. 

Ms VALLENCE: So, $158 874 for the 2019-20 year, and you mentioned there was a credit card 


that is utilised and then journalled back. What is the value on that credit card? Is it 
unlimited? 


(Source: Public Accounts and Estimates Committee | Inquiry into the 2019-20 Financial and Performance Outcomes) 


- — Lobbyist Andres Puig who was credited with aiding Daniel Andrews to become Premier, 
was not only awarded multiple government contracts but was later charged with child 


sex abuse and other indictable offences 
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QDOS Research: 


Seven-figure payments of taxpayer funds have been used to authorise government 
contracts to a ‘marketing firm’ called QDos Research which most specifically leads back 
to the Premier’s Private Office. When it was first awarded back in 2016, it was tasked to 
carry out a highly classified operation to monitor the views of Victorians solely for the 
Premier himself. Like most of the Victoria Government’s recent dealings, this contract 
was also issued without any thought of competitive tenders. 


Status Start Date Expiry Date Total Value 





Source: Buying for Victoria Tenders: Department of Premier and Cabinet QDOS Contracts) 


The Qdos Research firm is owned and operated by John Armitage who is a Labor 
strategist that has led several campaigns using the firm for the electoral purposes of the 
party’s sitting ministers. Note that whilst conducting work for the Victoria Government, 
the firm advised the department that it should “antagonize” its potential opponents as it 
renders them more “angrier” and “less coherent”. When challenged about this in 
Parliament, Premier Daniel Andrews described the agency as “doing good work for 
Victorians” and labelled opponents as “tin-foil hat conspiracy theorists”. 


Like many things Premier Daniel Andrews can coverup by stamping a Cabinet-In- 
Confidence” classification, this means that the true nature and extent of QDos’ work can 
be easily concealed. However, to gain a brief understanding on what Qdos Research 
can be done by visiting their website: qdosresearch.com.au 


qdosresearch.com.au/public-opinion/ Q * 


® QDOS Home _ PublicOpinion ValuesContest OurBeliefs Clients Services OurPeople Contact 


are pretty forthcoming with their opinions. 


Fortu nately ublic opinion is a The tricky bit is figuring out how to change what they think and how they behave. That's what's so fascinating to 
fluid thing that we can sq ueeze, us and what really matters to our clients. 


pump and stir and sometimes 
just opening a little gate lets it 


rush into a brand new space. For example if we're working for a candidate and we confidently determine 


that their two party preferred voting intention is 48% that sure is vital 
information. But just telling them how much they're going to lose by isn't 
overly helpful. They want to know how they can get to 51% and win. 


Whatever the job we need to develop hypotheses - the things we think might work - and field test them. 


Then we have to ruthlessly chuck out the stuff that doesn’t work. Even more importantly we need to refine and improve 
Es 


the things that do work to squeeze out every last drop of movement that we can. 
NTT, SSS SE SEE SE Ee 


In the end we'll find the language and ideas you can evoke to activate the right frames so you can shape public 
a 
opinion. 


“Fortunately public opinion ts a fluta thing that we can squeeze..” 
“...mow to change what they think ana how they behave” 
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oO Taxpayers finance the extremely privy but powerful Premier’s Private Office which employs 87 
people, making it larger than any other state premier or the Prime Minister. 287 other political 
apparatchiks are also distributed among other ministers with a background of advancing 
Australian Labor Party interests, inserting themselves and others into executive public service 
positions among departments and agencies. The Premier’s Private Office despite its influence 
over government and lack of accountability, yields the ability to maintain its secrecy over the 
nature of its work and has been able to avoid the Hotel Quarantine Inquiry. 


Example Tactics: 


> Anongoing method used has included the portrayal of the lockdowns, restrictions, and failures of 
government as something allegedly inevitable and naturally cannot be changed or dealt with. Most of the 
pandemic, Victoria Government ministers have propagated several false dilemmas that appeal to their 
authority: 

o Its aim is to picture the false assumption that only through the administration of Daniel Andrews 
and his pro-lockdown stance, would it be Victoria's only agency to offer a solution and thus 
dismissing all opposing claims as invalid. 

o The need to support their laws without scrutiny has come under the impression of being a life-or- 
death situation, like most dictatorships where questioning the state is considered dangerous to 
society. Those who do show “anti-lockdown” sentiment are deemed a threat to others to the stage 
where they would be regarded as modern day “violent extremists” 

© Suggesting an idea that Victoria's lockdowns are being held to ransom not by the Victoria 
government but “insert scapegoat...... *. (e.g ordinary citizens, alleged rule breakers, unvaccinated 
people, construction tradies, hospitals, families, religious gatherings, contracted security guards, 
other state governments, the federal government, and even foreign countries to name a few...). 
Putting the idea that it is some supernatural type of government public policy that apparently they 
cant control. 


> Attributing authoritarianism also with a strong sense of false dichotomy, to the sense where people would 
glorify and demand more extreme methods even with disregard to the damage. Victoria has seen the 
ongoing hysteria where the absence of lockdowns is perceived as some death sentence, often to the stage 
where people become comfortably adapted to them. Once a level of psychological inertia builds up due to 
the longevity, it becomes extremely difficult to understand the gravity of the situation or transition back to 
normal. 


> Immediately putting government to become synonymous with the notion of omniscience to define their 
administration, creating what is essentially a secular pseudo-religious statist cult (mostly dominated by ‘Dan 
Stans’) where people begin to worship it. Once it becomes a characteristic of the majority that many people 
seek to become part of, many people are very accepting to push what was once considered extremist 
ideological pursuits. Having a centralized level of planning and mindset only puts on a godlike complex that 
seeks to dictate a degree of hegemony over their ideology. 


> Elevation of a cult-of-personality within the media culture that has fuelled the hostility of tribalism especially 
through their use of social media bots and propaganda which predominately relies on taxpayer-funding. 


>  Greenlighting certain protests that aligned with the Premier's interest to occur simultaneously to occur 
despite the lockdown, whilst continuing to in an extremely politically motived move to create the conditions 
(often putting many well-meaning protestors and police officers in harm’s way) that would help suppress 
equivalent events and help demonize and intimidate opponents. Note that during the Black Lives Matter 
protest (also perpetrated by corrupt individuals) where 10,000 people illegally convened, police public order 
response teams were instructed to stand down due to fears of violence occurring as seen around the world, 
yet later through collision would a degree of conspiring later occur to aggressively subdue sports fans, 
protestors against the government, veterans marching on ANZAC day or people simply watching the sunset. 


Fun Fact: During the Cold war, the Soviet Union KGB conducted several psychological experiments. One of these outcomes suggested 
that if you bombara human subjects with fear messages nonstop, within 2 months or more, most of the subjects are completely 
bratwwashed to entirely become embedded tw believing the false messages. After that, to the point that they caw't change their minds 
even to the point no amount of clear twformation and evidence they are shown, to the contrary would convince them otherwise. 
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Permanent Emergency Powers 


The Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 already has become a de-facto supreme constitution 
for Victoria over the past two years, even though the government has not consulted or provided 
the health advice to Parliament or their constituents. It has also come under criticism across 
many including over 60 Queens Counsel, the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commissioner along with expert bodies including the Law Institute of Victoria, Victorian Bar, 
Human Rights Law Centre and many more. 


For some time at least since March 2021, the Victorian Government has been planning the 
phased introduction of permanent emergency powers that will be enshrined in legislation. On 
the 26" October 28, 2021, the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Pandemic 
Management) Bill 2021 was introduced into the Legislative Assembly. Part of this will allow the 
Premier permanently to enact lockdowns and the recent emergency powers traditionally 
associated in the past two years for up to three months at a time. Minister for Health Martin 
Foley has attempted to describe those opposed to the bill as “conspiratorial nonsense”, however 
this relies on the assumption that the powers offered within the proposed law would not be 

used. 


According to an Australian Bureau of Statistics insight into business conditions and segments in 


February 2021, 41% of small businesses were operating on extremely slim cash reserves that could 
only sustain for three months or less. 





Some of the core features of the new legislation being the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment 
(Pandemic Management) Bill 2021 include: 

o The ability for the Premier to execute targeted orders based on your age, race, religion, medical 
status, gender, political affiliation, employment, sexual orientation etc, overruling the protected 
attributes guaranteed in the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 (Clause 165K of the Bill) 

o Premier is able to declare a pandemic and impose measures even if the virus is not physically 
present within Victoria (Clause 165AB(1) of the Bill) 

o Lockdowns that can be indefinitely ordered by the Premier, with the sole requirement to remove 
them once “the Premier 1s satisfied” (Clause 165AE(3) of the Bill) 

o Within 30 days of making a declaration, the Premier or a relevant minister is required to establish 
an ‘Independent Pandemic Management Advisory Committee’ that the Premier exercises full 
control over (Clause 165CE of the Bill) 

o Fines for up to 120 penalty units equivalent of $21,808.80 for individuals or 600 penalty units 
equivalent to $109,044.00 for businesses. However, for “aggravated offences” this can exceed to 
600 penalty units equivalent to $109,044.00 or maximum 2 years for each offence for individuals. 
“Aggravated offences” for businesses can incur up to 2500 penalty units equivalent to 
$454,350.00 or a higher figure relevant to the gross commercial benefit estimated. (Division 6 of 
the Bill) *Penalty Units as of 2021-22 and subject to change the following financial year 

o Human rights that are typically protected by the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 
can be suspended for an infinite duration set (Clause 165AP(2)(c)(1) of the Bill) 

















“Authorizing citizens to detain their fellow citizens on the basis of a belief that the detained 
person is unlikely to comply with emergency abrections by the ‘authorized’ citizens ts 
unprecedented, excessive and open to abuse” - Former High Court Judge The Honourable Michael 
McHugh AC 
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The Issue With Victoria’s Vaccinated Economy 


COVID-19 Vaccinations (Opinion) 
Our stance is that vaccinations should continue to be widely available and voluntary, however will not condone 
the use of mandatory vaccination and/or vaccine passports in a free society. 


We will also continue to support Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation’s recommendation 
where appropriate in relation to the right of open and informed consent which entitles all recipients to understand 
the nature of the vaccine. Most likely, providers would usually be able to address several concerns and facts that 
are relevant which may include but not limited: 
- Advantages and disadvantages of getting vaccinated 
- While illness 1s minimized, the risk of being infected and continued spread is still 
possible 
The dosage regime and timeframe 
Relevance of public health measures continuing alongside legal rights and 
obligations 
Safety of the vaccine and association with rare conditions and injuries 
How to manage common side effects 
Criteria for testing to be followed in the future which might involve presence 
and/or absence of respiratory symptoms 
Steps to be taken if medical attention is required after being vaccinated 
Present vaccine safety monitoring systems in place and the legal and ethical rights 
guaranteed to the individual 
Collection of information and how it might be recorded and used even by third 
parties 


Individuals should be expected to take personal responsibility to limit communicable disease when ill, which can 
be achieved in a satisfactory manner using multiple means other than just immunization. 





The earliest hint likely comes from July 4 2020, Premier Daniel Andrews said that “At that point we will not be returning to 
normal because there will be no vaccine in the weeks ahead, some argue even in the months ahead. It is a long way off. And 
unless and until that vaccine is developed, and then administered to every single Victorian, we will have to live with and embrace 
a COVID normal”. 


By October 2021, ‘mandatory vaccinations’ would come into force within the State of Victoria per the directions issued under the 
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. This required all ‘Authorised Workers’ (select categories of approved employees able to 
work) to be fully vaccinated, while all customers attending a retail store (again a selected category of permitted businesses able to 
continue) were also expected to be fully vaccinated and possess a ‘vaccine passport’. 


e Many Victorians may have not had the opportunity to obtain a COVID-19 vaccination, or a booster shot, 
many might have natural infection-acquired immunity or unable to obtain a vaccination due to health, 
religious, cultural, personal preference, and other reasons. 

e Vaccination passports present a harmful breach against the privacy of medical information 

e Individual freedom might become jeopardized including the extent of coercion associated with mandates and 
vaccination passports. 

e Requiring a vaccine passport to participate in everyday activities or employment would not only disrupt the 
fundamental rights and privacy of individuals, but endorse a level of segregation where two tiered classes of 
people in society that are established based on vaccination status 

e Viral transmission can still equally occur regardless of if someone has been vaccinated or not. Ultimately, 
the idea of the vaccine is only to prevent the recipient from serious illness as the risk of cell damage is 
reduced. In virology, being “fully vaccinated” does not equate to being “immune from the virus” given that no 
vaccine is 100% effective. Technically by getting vaccinated, it indicates that the body has likely improved its 
mechanisms to boost immunity against building an illness. 

e Creating a confinement towards one option of getting vaccinated automatically dismisses all alternatives 
including those that have been universally applied during the course of the pandemic (e.g PCR testing, 
social distancing, isolating when sick, face-masks and overall personal responsibility etc) 
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Differences between other vaccines 

Given that all vaccines are different, there is no doubt that they will have varying degrees of quality and impact. Some 
vaccines such as the measles, HPV or smallpox are what is classified as inducing ‘sterilizing immunity’ where 
neutralizing antibodies are able recognize certain proteins and structures to bind to pathogens and prevent cell entry 
to cause replication. This means for vaccines such as measles (which why it is recommended for children and does 
not require ongoing boosters) that the body is able to produce enough neutralizing antibodies over a long-term period 
to give lifetime immunity. 


According to Professor Nigel McMillan, Director of infectious diseases and immunology at Menzies Health in 
reference to sterilizing immunity, “That's a very high bar for vaccines, and not all vaccines do that”. 


The Issue of Of Why Transmission Still Occurs 
What COVID-19 vaccines (whether it's from messenger RNA or viral vector) does do is stimulate an immune 


response against antigens to target spike proteins of a real-life SARS-CoV-2 virus. The spike proteins on the virus 
are what enable the virus to attach itself to cells of the human body to cause disease, which the vaccine aims to 
deter. They are intended to prevent disease against lower respiratory tract illnesses which studies have shown to 
have a 90-95% effectiveness rate at doing so. However, the COVID-19 vaccine will not protect the upper respiratory 
tract against infection as your mouth and nose do not have a local mucosal secretory IgA response however will help 
prevent hospitalization if in contact with the parts of the body such as the lower lungs. (Essentially, your body is 
protected but things like the airway of your mouth, nose and eyes wont be strong enough to defend against the 
virus). This is what can be called a “breakthrough infection” where a vaccinated individual can still become sick and 
will carry the equivalent amounts of the viral trace had an unvaccinated individual caught the same virus. 


The COVID-19 vaccine is designed to target the 
| | spike protein (which is the main part of the virus that 
darsenee setae ig Ae eR Ms enables its entry into the cells to stimulate further 
| n disease). The remaining structure of the virus 
particles such as the nucleocapsid, envelope or 
membrane remain uninterrupted and infectious but 


coprotein (S) . a | Pee ~ § xt > e ; 7 
Se A+ _.-eMa = fortunately does not compromise the protection from 
| SF nD yA disease. 


Lipid bilayer 
membrane 


(This contrasts with natural immunity that in theory 
will develop memory cells for the entire virus) 





It is also worth noting that the vaccine’s effectiveness drastically decreases overtime (hence the purpose of booster 
shots), therefore many countries that despite having a high-vaccination rate continue to face ongoing cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths (likely by those who may have gotten vaccinated earlier). According to a Lancet study, 
Pfizer vaccine effectiveness was shown to decrease to 47% after 6-months suggesting the limited timeframe before 
the adequate protection would decline. 


e Studies have suggested that full natural immunity from COVID-19 can likely last between 3 months to 5 
years (though averages around 8-month mark). Even after 18 years, natural immunity among those who 
recovered/exposed from the SARS-CoV infection (2002-2004 China SARS outbreak) still can partially 
possess long-lasting memory T-cells that have robust cross-reactivity with SARS-CoV-2’s N proteins. 


In short: 

- The vaccine is designed to protect you from illness but theoretically in the absence of reducing 
symptoms, can still equally cause transmission if infected 

- Having a vaccine passport especially for the purposes of daily activities bear no evidence in 
reducing or preventing cases 

-  Itappears it will only serve to track individuals, their medical records and overall movement 
(though it could be argued it may aid contact-tracing, but QR codes/ guestbooks were already 
present) 

-  Ifcircumstances arise where it would be deemed extremely necessary for high-risk locations, 
testing yet being denied as a possible alternative can be done at a cheaper cost for individuals (with 
respect to reduced costs of smartphone, printing, internet access etc) 
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"The only time we believe a lockdown in justified is to buy you time to 
reorganise, regroup, rebalance your resources, protect your health workers 


who are exhausted," World Health Organization Special Envoy for COVID- 
19 Dr David Nabarro 





Lockdowns in Victoria (Longest in History) 


During the 21* century, prominent examples of lockdowns (Pre-COVID) being implemented and 
enforced has included Boston Marathon lockdown in 2013, Brussels lockdown after the November 2015 
attacks in Paris while for cordon sanitaires notably the 2014 Sierra Leone lockdown. Between 2013-2016, 
the West Africa Ebola Virus epidemic was the most widespread Ebola disease outbreak, which at the time 
prompted countries such as Sierra Leone to lockdown. 


Despite the Ebola case fatality rate and the outbreak being classified a “Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern” by the World Health Organization, only 11 days of lockdown was ever imposed 
over the 3-year period in Sierra Leone. These small-scale community lockdowns across Africa during the 
epidemic were described with success, with effectiveness attributed to responding to the outbreak within 
the short timeframe of limited resources. By having targeted lockdowns or more selective quarantining, 
this prompted focus and attention to be brought against an active exposure site. 


As we have seen over the duration of the pandemic, mass lockdowns in Victoria have demonstrated to be 
an unsuccessful option and around the country and the world it has reached a similar consensus. The 
World Health Organization’s Special Envoy for COVID-19 Dr David Nabarro also admitted in October 
2020 that lockdowns should not be a primary selection for member-states implementing public health 
policies. 
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The Issue with Lockdowns in Victoria 

It can be acknowledged with common sense that in the most extreme theoretical sense, 
transmission can be eliminated if everyone was isolated (including from leaving for “essential 
reasons”), however the feasibility of this is subjective and extreme. Typically, the purpose of 


lockdowns 1s to prevent medical infrastructure from being temporarily overwhelmed, whilst 
aiming to reduce morality and transmission rates. 
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> Victoria has had the longest lockdown in Australian, the world during the pandemic 
and very likely in modern history. Usually, the lockdowns (as seen around the world) 
would have been used as a last resort provided enough time in short periods to 
temporarily allow enough preparation to reopen (e.g delaying movement to quickly 
detect and isolate whilst activating relevant public health resources). Victoria however 
used an alternative framework of resorting to unnecessarily standardize the 
enforcement of lockdowns above all else. 


>» Majority of COVID-19 outbreaks in Victoria has occurred in locations where it was 
legal to convene during the lockdown, with almost all cases being indoor transmission. 


> The fallacy with Victoria’s lockdown is the limitations of available reasons to leave the 
house, given that the virus does not discriminate based them. The amount of 
inconsistency where politically driven restrictions have selectively targeted what 
should/should not be a permitted reason to leave, exhibits the flawed model. Equally 
congregating in similar environments for an “essential reason’ such as a grocery store 
or going to the gym (both areas generally have sufficient air filtration) virtually makes 
no difference. In fact, the use of curfews and closure of many premises could be argued 
that 1t accelerates the amount of people being confined in higher numbers within a 
limited place and time. Ideas surrounding the idea that everyone should remain locked 
inside (even from government permitted ‘essential reasons’) in theory would be 
impractical over a long-term basis. Based on DHHS data provided, almost all COVID- 
19 cases have been traced among locations where it was legally permitted to visit. 


> The DHHS guidance often made is for people to travel to the limited testing hubs or 
hospitals if suspected case occurs (this being a permitted reason). Alone, this already 
highlights the repeated hazard of increasing transmission especially when encouraging 
entry to already high-risk locations. Currently in-home testing is only applicable based 
on a limited criteria for “Vulnerable Victorians’, meaning that by default people are 
expected to travel and converge to a testing clinic where risk of spread can continue. 


> “Countries that enforced a very strict lockdown could have obtained similar mortality 
figures with less stringent mobility restrictions as long as social distancing is initiated 
as early as possible after the first incidents are recorded. As a direct consequence, the 
socioeconomic damage of a strict lockdown could have been less severe.”” (EMBO Mol 


Med (2020) 12: e13171) 


> The issue with most epidemiology modelling used in Victoria such as the Kermack— 
McKendrick theory or the Dynamic Policy Model is that primarily it typically runs on 
the assumption that one, everyone is equally susceptible to the virus and if infected will 
deliberately spread to others. Secondly it assumes that absence of lockdowns will cause 
deaths whilst failing to take into consideration the other supplementary protocols that 
are also present. 


e Chair in Epidemiology at Deakin University Professor Catherine Bennett deemed that 
“movement of persons per se does not necessarily modify the risk of transmission and 
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that movement can occur without any change to the underlying or contextual risk of 
transmission’. Professor Bennett also acknowledged that relying on a case-by-case 
basis, the risk of transmission for public gatherings increases depending on whether 
infectious people not isolating is present. Using data from August 7" 2020, if there 
were 5,057 infectious people (not in isolation) out of a population of 6.359 million then 
the risk would still remain very low being one in a thousand chance of an infectious 
person at an event. 


Based on exploratory analysis of government-imposed lockdowns in over 50 countries 
with the most cases, the imposition of a lockdown was found to have no association 
among the morality rate, though factors such as obesity, smoking, chronic conditions 


and expected life expectancy were. (Chaudhry et al. (2020) 





The issue that the Victoria Government has had with making history’s longest lockdown is that during 
this timeframe, it would have provided the necessary opening to make appropriate preparations. In 
contrast to the originally developed emergency management planning scenarios made before the 
pandemic, Victoria took a different approach to radically refine their plan at short notice whilst dealing 
with ongoing outbreaks. 








During the first month of the state of emergency, the focus was solely prioritized for the implementation 
and enforcement of social-distancing measures whilst neglecting enhancement of the public health system 
(the original objective). 


Also, worth noting that years before with scenario plans made and by March 2020 when the Victoria 
government established it’s pandemic plan, mass lockdowns among other measures seen were not 
mentioned once. Additionally, it is unclear why the government at the last minute dismissed decades of 
public health contingency plans to restart with entirely new prompts of action. 


According to a parliamentary inquiry investigation, Victoria’s contact-tracing system at the time deemed 
to be unfit was being manually done by pen and paper until the midst of the second outbreak where it 
would begin shifting to develop a new system. Being described by the inquiry as “not available when the 
Victorian public needed it. This failure cost lives and was unable to be rectified without strict lockdown 
measures throughout the state.”. 


It was also suggested that the "defensiveness or stubbornness" and a "reluctance by the Victorian 
Government to concede or acknowledge errors” appeared to be a contributing factor to the delay in 
reforming its unfit contact-tracing system. As early as March 2020, software company Salesforce had 
offered to contract their system to the Victorian Government, however, was not taken up until the end of 
the year which according to the DHHS could handle up to 500 cases over a 24-hour duration. 


Overall, it wasn’t until July 2020 late after the hotel quarantine outbreak that caused 19,800 cases, that the 
Victoria government would resort to seeking previously offered support with “Requests for Australian 
Government Non-Financial Assistance’ for a majority of it’s response including contact-tracing, testing 
regimes, hotel quarantine among other associated activities that will be aided by Australian Defence 
Force personnel. 
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Public Health Measures in Other Jurisdictions Examples 


*Data as of November 2021, refers to total confirmed cases since start of pandemic 


When most countries gained its first index case, it resorted to introducing certain provisions 
whether it be lockdown, restrictions, or other emergency powers. Most of this was influenced by 
the World Health Organization, which with 194 member-states bearing membership became 
dependent on relying on the recommendations provided to the international community. 


Some countries such as Belarus, Burundi, Iceland, Japan, Nicaragua, South Korea, Sweden, 
Taiwan, Tanzania plus 5 states in the USA and 2 states in Brazil, avoided a lockdown strategy 
altogether. Many of these countries respectively were able to so with alternative approaches 
and a laisse-faire perspective that in many cases subverted further cases/deaths in comparison 
to the rest of the world. 


Australia (Ranked 74.54 per the Our World In Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) 


New South Wales (State in Australia) 

- STATS: 76,988 total cases and 598 deaths (Population: 8.1 million) 

- LOCKDOWNS: Total of 159 days though done on a targeted basis 
such as regions, cities, or suburbs 
‘VACCINATED ECONOMY’: Currently operating on a similar basis 
to Victoria in terms of ‘locking out’ unvaccinated individuals, 
however, is set to end on December 1° 

- Learn more via NSW Health: https:/Awww.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 

Queensland (State in Australia) 

- STATS: 2,098 total cases and 7 deaths (Population: 5.1 million) 

- LOCKDOWNS: Total of 73 days though this has been limited to 
select cities and local government areas 
GATHERINGS: Maximum 100 people indoors for residences, while 
outdoor gatherings and non-residential indoor areas have no 
capacity limits 
FACE-MASKS: Requirements to wear facemasks have been only 
limited to select cities and LGAs, though state-wide mandates apply 
for airports, stadiums, and flights 

- Learn more via QLD Government: https://www.covid19.gld.gov.au 

Tasmania (State in Australia) 

- STATS: 237 total cases and 13 deaths (Population: 541K) 

- LOCKDOWNS: Total of 45 with the first 28 days were state-wide 
before it opted for a targeted lockdown on the City of Burnie. Out of 
the 45 days, only 3 days occurred during 2021 and was limited to 
the southern region of the state. 

GATHERINGS: Maximum indoor gathering capacity is at 250 with 
outdoors being 1000 (can exceed if safety plan is made and 
approved) 

FACE-MASKS: Only required for select ‘high-risk healthcare 
venues , flights/cruises and gatherings with over 1000 people 

- Learn more via Tasmania Government: 
https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/ 

South Australia (State in Australia) 
- STATS: 918 total cases and 4 deaths (Population: 1.7 million) 





CYCUSTANONS 


LOCKDOWNS: Total of 62 days state-wide 
At 90% Fully Vaccinated, it is expected that restrictions (mostly 
capacity limits) will ease for all, however select ‘high-risk’ activities 


will require double dosage 
Learn more via South Australia Government: https://www.covid- 
19.sa.gov.au/ 





New Zealand (Ranked 81.02 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) “but was 
previously ranked 22.22 in August 2021 before a dramatic increase 

- STATS: 7,922 total cases and 32 deaths (Population 4.8 million) 

- LOCKDOWNS: Initially in March 2020, the country relied on a voluntary lockdown 
advisory but later shifted to a mandatory nationwide or city-based lockdown. The country 
altogether has had a total of 73 days while Auckland has had 184 days of lockdown. 

- Learn more via NZ Ministry of Health: https://covid19.govt.nz/ 


Sweden (Ranked 19.44 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) 

- STATS: 1.1 million total cases and 15,065 deaths (Population 10.3 million) 

- The country’s COVID response has been known for its ‘no-lockdown strategy’ and rather 
depending on promoting individual responsibility such as social distancing, self-isolating, 
facemasks and basic hygiene etc. Some limited legally enforceable restrictions were 
previously present such as ban on mass gatherings, travel limits and closure of certain 
businesses. 

- By September 29" 2021, all restrictions were removed which after 16 days, daily 
infections dropped by 22% at a continuing level 

- Learn more via Public Health Agency of Sweden: 


https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/the-public-health-agency-of- 
sweden/communicable-disease-control/covid-19/ 


Burundi (Ranked 11.11 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) 

- STATS: 20,100 total cases and 38 deaths (Population: 11.8 million) 

- The only stay-at-home requirements present were travellers being subject to a 14-day 
period of quarantine, otherwise no lockdown has yet to be imposed in the eastern 
African nation allowing even large political rallies and sporting events despite criticism 
from the international community 

- Along with some African Union member-states that have refused the COVID-19 vaccine 
or even foreign aid to receive such, Burundi was one of these countries that did not 
rollout a vaccine until it was supplied Chinese Sinopharm in October 2021. (Some of 
these African countries have rejected foreign vaccines due to preference to wait until a 
local vaccine is invented or that other medical intervention methods have been 
considered) 

- Despite 71.7% of the population living in extreme poverty, less than 1,000 people 
nationwide fully vaccinated, absence of little to no public health restrictions and 
healthcare infrastructure, it has had a lower mortality rate and case numbers than 
Victoria 

- Learn more via Burundi Ministry of Public Health: https://cousp-minisante.gov.bi 


United Kingdom (Ranked 41.2 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) 
- STATS: 
o England: 7.9 million total cases and 124K deaths (Population: 55 million) 
o Wales: 463K total cases and 6,223 deaths (Population 3.1 million) 
o Scotland: 671K total cases and 9,332 deaths (Population: 5.4 million) 
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o Northern Ireland: 287K total cases and 2,/64 deaths (Population: 1.8 million) 
LOCKDOWN: Longest was 223 days in Northern Ireland while shortest country wide 
was 212 in Wales. The first lockdown applied to the entire UK, but later shifted to the 
discretion of the devolved governments in each country. England initially relied on local 
targeted lockdowns however by October 2020 shifted to a three-tier system that divided 


up how restrictions were set. 
Learn more via GOV.UK Corornavirus: https:/(www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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Rule of six indoors and outdoors, 
in all settings. 





Businesses and venues can continue to operate, ina 
COVID-secure manner, other than those that remain 
closed in law 


SY 
\e Certain businesses are required to ensure customers 
7) only consume food and drink while seated, and 


must close between 10pm and 5am 
Schools, FE colleges and universities remain open 


a Places of worship remain open, subject 
to indoor/outdoor gatherings rules 


Up to 15 guests for weddings and up to 30 guests 
for funerals. 15 for receptions, wakes and related 
ceremonies 


Exercise classes and organised adult sport can take 
place outdoors, as can all youth sport and sports for 

‘il =| disabled people (indoor and outdoor). Other adult 
indoor sports/fitness activities must follow the rule 
of six 
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1 household / bubble indoors. Rule of six outdoors. 


Businesses and venues can continue to operate, in a 
COVID-secure manner, other than those that remain 
closed in law 


Certain businesses are required to ensure customers 
only consume food and drink while seated, and must 
close between 10pm and 5am 


Schools, FE colleges open. Universities remain open, but 
activities and facilities must reflect wider restrictions 


Places of worship remain open, subject 
to indoor/outdoor gatherings rules 


Up to 15 guests for weddings and up to 30 guests 
for funerals. 15 for receptions, wakes and related 
ceremonies 


Exercise classes and organised adult sport can take place 
outdoors, as can all youth sport and sports for disabled 
people (indoor and outdoor). Adult indoor sport and 
exercises classes only permitted if it is possible for people 
to avoid mixing with people they do not live with 


You can continue to travel to venues or amenities that 
are open, for work or to access education, but should 
look to reduce the number of journeys you make 
where possible 


NHS 


ve HIGh 


1 household/bubble indoors and in most outdoor 
venues. Rule of six applies in some public outdoor 
settings like parks, public gardens and sports courts 


Pubs and bars must close. They can only remain 
open if they operate as a restaurant, which means 





serving substantial meals. They may only serve 
alcohol as part of such a meal 


Schools, FE colleges open. Universities remain open, 
but activities and facilities must reflect wider restrictions 


at Places of worship remain open, subject 
to indoor/outdoor gatherings rules 


Up to 15 guests for weddings and up to 30 guests 
for funerals. 15 for wakes and related ceremonies. 
Wedding receptions not permitted 


Exercise classes and organised adult sport can take place 
outdoors, as can all youth sport and sports for disabled 
people (indoor and outdoor). Adult indoor sport and 
exercises classes only oar es if it is possible for people 
to avoid mixing with people they do not live with 


You should try to avoid travelling outside the 

very high alert level area you are in. You can continue 
to travel to open venues but should reduce the number 
of journeys you make where possible, other than for 
things like work, education or care responsibilities 


P| es jolb 


You should avoid staying overnight in another part 
of the UK if you are resident in a very high alert 
level area, or avoid staying overnight in a very-high 


[>] 


re : alert level area if you are resident elsewhere 
Other restrictions may apply in your area. 


For more information and detailed guidance visit: gov.uk/coronavirus 


HANDS = FACE SPACE 


(Used prior to July 2021 Freedom Day as part of England’s Three Tier System) 


Philippines (Ranked 74.54 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) *previously 
was 100 in 2020 

- STATS: 2.81 million total cases and 44,567 deaths (Population 109.6 million) 

- LOCKDOWN: Several “community quarantines” were widely present across different 
administrative regions with the strictest “full lockdown” being an “enhanced community 
quarantine”. The country previously held the record for longest lockdown, however what 
makes this different is the country shifted to segregating stay-at-home orders for those 
aged below 15 (some places 18), above 65 along with other select groups. If lockdown 
durations were counted based on selected groups remaining under stay-at-home orders 
as opposed to the entire population, then Philippines technically could have had a 500+ 
day lockdown. 

- When the island of Luzon was placed under lockdown in April 2020, President Rodrigo 
Duterte announced an order authorising military, police and local governments to shoot- 
to-kill those suspected of violating the lockdown rules 

- Learn more via Philippines Department of Health COVID-19: https://www.covid19.gov.ph 


Japan (Ranked 47.22 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency Index) 
- STATS: 1.7 million total cases and 18,302 deaths (Population 125.8 million) 
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- Compared to the rest of the world, Japan did not take any lockdown measures other 
than mandatory quarantine for those confirmed or suspected to have been infected. It 
however relied on issuing public health advisories, while some prefectures were able to 
issue some limited measures such as ban on mass gatherings. 

- Businesses in Japan have remained opened throughout the entire pandemic, however 
some prefectures issued restrictions on available opening hours for bars, restaurants 
etc. Technically, while businesses were legally allowed to continue operating there were 
alternatively government subsidies offered to those temporarily closing in accordance 
with public health advisories 

- Learn more via Office of Novel Coronavirus Disease Control: https://corona.go.jp/en/ 


UNITED STATES 


= OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN 
Proposed State or Regional Gating Criteria 
(Satisfy Before Proceeding to Phased Opening) 
SYMPTOMS CASES HOSPITALS 


Downward trajectory of influenza-like Downward trajectory of documented cases Treat all patients without crisis care 


illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-day period within a 14-day period aay 


AND OR ; : 
Robust testing program in place for 


Downward trajectory of covid-like syndromic Downward trajectory of positive tests as a at-risk healthcare workers, including 
cases reported within a 14-day period percent of total tests within a 14-day period emerging antibody testing 
(flat or increasing volume of tests) 


*State and local officials may need to tailor the application of these criteria to local circumstances (e.g., metropolitan areas that have 


suffered severe COVID outbreaks, rural and suburban areas where outbreaks have not occurred or have been mild). Additionally, where 
appropriate, Governors should work on a regional basis to satisfy these criteria and to progress through the phases outlined below. 





(Trump White House: Guidelines Opening Up America Again 2020) 


Florida 

- STATS: 3.6 million total cases and 60,410 deaths (Population 21.4 million) 

- LOCKDOWN: Initially the first few days in March 2020 involved targeted lockdowns for 
select counties however shifted to a 32-day state-wide lockdown by April 1*! 2020. 
‘Senior citizens and individuals with underlying medical conditions’ were instructed to 
stay at home while those leaving the house to be limited to ‘essential services, activities’ 
based on a list recommended by the federal Department of Homeland Security. 

- FACE-MASKS: Several counties previously had mask-mandates, the state also 
introduced new laws in 2021 prohibiting mask-mandates in schools without parental 
consent 

- In September 2020, the state lifted all capacity limits for most businesses and later 
introduced a process to provide reviews for pardons to those who were charged with 
violating COVID-19 restrictions 

- ‘Vaccine passports’ have been outlawed state-wide, however some employers were able 
to implement mandatory vaccinations but were prohibited from seeking government 
agencies to disclose vaccination information 

- Learn more via Florida Health COVID-19 Response: https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/ 

California 

- STATS: 4.9 million total cases and 73,144 deaths (Population 39.5 million) 

- LOCKDOWN: 111-day lockdown initially imposed state-wide although until June 2021, 
several regional lockdowns were imposed on multiple occasions 
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Hawall 


Alaska 


FACE-MASKS: Mandatory masks for unvaccinated within indoor settings, the state also 
implemented a ‘Voluntary N95 Distribution’ which provides a one-month supply on- 
request of N95 medical grade masks for unvaccinated employees 

VACCINATIONS: COVID-19 vaccines are mandatory for all students aged 12+ to attend 
school, they are also required for employees within select industries. Los Angeles and 
San Francisco have adopted a limited vaccinated economy, requiring proof of 
vaccination to enter restaurants, gyms and select indoor settings. State-wide however, 
record of vaccination or negative COVID-19 test is required for indoor events of over 
1000 people or 10,000 if outdoors. 

Learn more via California ALL COVID-19: https://covid19.ca.gov/ 


STATS: 82,582 total cases and 962 deaths (Population 1.4 million) 

Hawaii is one of the last two US states that have interstate/international travel 
restrictions, which requires unvaccinated individuals to submit a negative COVID-19 test 
or conduct a 10-day quarantine 

LOCKDOWN: 66 total days of lockdown during 2020 

Hawaii was the only US state that opted towards a 70% vaccinated rate among its 
population in order to commence it’s reopening strategy 

On April 6" 2020, the Hawaii Tourism Authority issued a request for all media outlets 
against “publishing any stories about Hawaii that might encourage people to travel to the 
islands”. During August 2021 in response to hospital surges, mass gatherings were 
banned in Honolulu with a repeated request against the promotion of Hawaii tourism. 
Learn more via COVID-19 State of Hawaii Portal: https://hawalicovid19.com/ 


STATS: 143K total cases and 803 deaths (Population 731,545) 

RESTRICTIONS: Most restrictions are still locally based with some cities including the 
state's capital city of Juneau continuing with indoor mask requirements, indoor capacity 
limits 

LOCKDOWNS: A lockdown was initially initated on March 28" and eventually was lifted 
by May 2020. 

Since June 2021, the state has implemented free COVID-19 vaccinations at all airports 
across the state for tourists but has not made it a requirement for entry into Alaska. It is 
also one of the few states that has also sought to take legal action against the federal 
government for its vaccine mandates against businesses with 100+ employees. 

Learn more via State of Alaska COVID-19: https://covid19.alaska.gov/ 


eiecniend Denmark Territory (Ranked 30.09 per the Our World in Data COVID-19 Stringency 


Index) 


STATS: 963 total cases and 0 deaths (Population 56,367) 

The country initially imposed a brief stay-at-home order in early 2020 but later shifted to 
recommendation based public health advisories. During this time, a temporary ban on 
the sale of alcohol was also implemented. During it’s rare outbreak periods, mandatory 
face-masks were also imposed for public places. 

Since August 2021, vaccination requirements have been set for entry into Greenland 
including for Denmark citizens, however exemptions apply for residents. Previously 
before it reopened, free travel had remained limited to Nordic Passport Union countries 
Among Greenland’s regions, the country had previously also divided itself into 'Open and 
Vulnerable Places’, which entry into a 'vulnerable place’ requires isolation within the 
‘open places' for two weeks in addition to getting tested twice. Testing was also required 
to have been conducted in advance within 120 hours within a Nordic country 

Learn more via Greenland health authorities: https://nun.gl/emner/english?sc lang=da 


CYCUSTANONS 


Our Proposed COVID Recovery Plan for Victoria (Opinion) 


Immediately: 


e Release the health advice that justifies any restrictions. The government should table before each 
House of Parliament all documents that are used in the decision-making of emergency powers. For 
example, all expert research, epidemiology data and forecasts etc that reasonably justifies the 
implementation. In a more reassuring scenario, any failure to produce the health advice or provide a 
reason why a certain emergency measure 1s reasonably set should be made void. 


e Cease all ‘vaccinated economy’ laws or similar regimes. Being unfeasible in a free society, all 
regulatory provisions that require businesses to enforce compulsory vaccinations + passports on their 
customers and employees needs to be nullified. Private entities wishing to implement conditions 
should be respected, but should not be coerced, intimidated, supported, or encouraged by the 
government to discriminate. For high-risk settings such as medical facilities or quarantine etc, 
vaccinations should temporarily remain the default requirement, but alternative options such as non- 
invasive testing and/or proof of natural immunity should be equally valid. 


e Face-mask mandates across indoor and outdoor settings should be lifted. Consistent with public health 
guidelines, masks should shift towards being optional with careful consideration. This might involve 
temporarily continuing requirements for government buildings, public transportation, aged care, or 
hospitals etc. For high-risk settings such as aged care facilities, costs to incur medical-grade 
facemasks (e.g N95 masks) should be subsidized including for visitors. 


e Requests should be made to audit all public and private hospitals and aged care to assess the 
healthcare capacity of which it can handle any expected surges, based on its ability to supply critical 
equipment and resources etc quickly and independently. Additional reviews should also be made to 
understand the gravity of hospital shortages (including the ICU numbers) and growing ambulance wait 
times 1s occurring. 


e To address the widespread power outage risk alongside a high number of households across Victoria 
facing present/at risk financial difficulties with energy bill stress, the $250 one-off payment Power 
Safety Bonus Program should be extended to casual workers (given the absence of guaranteed paid 
leave or possible employer complication to provide additional entitlements). Eligibility should also be 
extended further for Centrelink claimants receiving Special Benefit, Parenting Payment or Crisis 
Payment for Extreme Circumstances Family and Domestic Violence. 


e The government should remove all civil and criminal immunity protections offered to Authorised 
Officers specifically for the purposes of conducting warrantless entry into residential premises to 
enforce the present emergency powers. During a public health crisis, the typical rights against search 
and seizures should continue, with the only possibility where forced entry without judicial approval 
could be remotely justified in good faith is 1f someone was facing a major trauma medical emergency. 


e All taxpayer funding into Daniel Andrews’ personal social media should be withdrawn immediately 
and instead reallocated to Emergency Management Victoria (for the purposes of improving warning 


alerts and broadcasts) or to the Victoria Government Printer (expanding hardcopy accessibility of 
government gazettes). 


Before the end of 2021: 
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e The state of emergency to end. All existing emergency powers under the Public Health and Wellbeing 
Act 2008 to effectively end. Reforms should be introduced for future public health crisis that might 
occur, such as a resolution by Parliament that can add, modify, or revoke emergency powers if 
necessary. 


e Possible royal prerogative of mercy for those with COVID-19 penalties/imprisonment. For infractions 
regarding COVID-19 restrictions where the offence was non-violent, shown to have not directly 
caused transmission among any appropriately assessed criteria, should be cancelled. (mostly relating 
to employers being fined for refusing to lay-off unvaccinated employees) 


e All business premises should be opened regardless of “essential/non-essential” classification with 
capacity limits abolished, although fair consideration could be made for venues with high attendance 
to ensure COVIDSafe compliance plans are reassured within occupational health and safety standards. 


e The Public Health And Wellbeing (Pandemic Management) Bill 2021 should be defeated in 
Parliament otherwise if not then that they are later amended or repealed immediately. Legal recourse 
should also be available for Parliament where a resolution by majority of both houses can 
terminate/limit emergency powers at any time. 


e Royal Commission should be established to unequivocally interrogate, investigate, and report into the 
Victorian Government’s COVID-19 response, ensuring a truthful background surrounding its failures 
can be identified and used to recommend public policy reform to prevent a possible repeat. 


During 2022: 


e Despite its election pledges, more than 30 new or expanded taxes have been introduced by the 
Andrews Labor Government, while the 2021-22 financial year has scheduled increases including for 
gambling and now has become the state with the highest property taxes. The government should 
pledge that during 2022, no new taxes should be introduced nor any increases to be made as part of 
efforts to reduce financial burdens. This could also include seeing certain licensing, registration and 
other fees suspended or waived for the first half of the year. 


e Action to be taken with Victoria’s payroll tax being reduced for select employer groups to 2%- 
1.2125% over the subsequent financial year. This could also involve deferring or wavering present 
payroll tax liability in which taxable wages for employers that have faced disruption during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, compensating the option to only pay a lower amount or equivalent of the 
regional employer rate. 


e Guidelines should be updated with the expectation that contracts issued by government entities are to 
prioritize local businesses and companies in its purchasing and procurement arrangements. This would 
be beneficial given that the Victoria Government being a major consumer will ensure it conducts its 
work using goods/services from local suppliers and firms that reinvest in the state’s economy. 


e Inresponse to noise regulations, the government should suspend all event permit fees for outdoor 
entertainment venues/events such as concerts, festivals, sports etc. Operating hour limits for events 
and nightlife venues should also be abolished provided it does not exceed 55dB(A) noise levels within 
proximity to residences or noise sensitive areas (such as hospitals, hotel accommodation, retirement 
villages, educational campuses, libraries, places of worship etc) . 


e Being Victoria’s largest service-based export, the government should seek to coordinate with the 


federal government to help facilitate a recovery of traffic within the international student and tourism 
sector once deemed safe. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 


Does all of this apply to the entirety of Australia? 
Australia is a federation with multiple states and territories, and therefore most of what 


is covered regarding the events occurring within the country will vary by each 
jurisdiction. Some states such as Tasmania and Queensland have predominately spent 
the duration of the pandemic with relative peacetime, which compared to their 
counterparts in Victoria or New South Wales have had their share of a notorious 
dystopia. 


What is National Cabinet? 

Being a successor to the Council of Australian Governments, the National Cabinet is a 
non-executive intergovernmental forum that includes the heads of government across 
Australia. These include the Prime Minister of Australia whilst also having Premiers of 
each state and Chief Ministers of territories, one diplomatic occasion was also offered to 
invite the Prime Minister of New Zealand despite being part of an external sovereign 
state. 


None of the decisions made within the National Cabinet are legally enforceable hence 
the multifaceted response will be entirely different among states and territories. They 
however are designed to endorse a suitable framework that highlights what each 
states/territory should do internally which would assist national action. 


Is quarantine and/or aged care a federal or state responsibility? 
It is important to note the extent of parliamentary supremacy differentiates between 


state and federal lawmaking. As per the Australian Constitution, the Federal Parliament 
is only offered enumerated powers listed in Section 51 while states can make laws in 
any scope (other than matters such as military, currency and customs duties). 


“Responsibility” remains conventional and discretionary based on the government of the 
day, as they may or may not choose to make laws for a specific matter, though Section 
109 of the Constitution prioritises federal laws to supersede in conjunction with state law 
to the extent of the inconsistency. 


In terms of aged care facilities, these are either private or run by the state governments 
but overall, the federal government via the Aged Care Act 1997 yields responsibility for 
registration providers and providing funding (including to state government aged care). 
Nonetheless to quote from the recent Commonwealth Aged Care Royal Commission 
“State and Territory Governments, together with the private sector, are largely 
responsible for the delivery of health care, including to those living in residential 
aged care. They also have overall responsibility for managing public health 
emergencies. 


Quarantine remains available for either federal or state governments to administer with 
no explicitly defined obligation against one or the other to do so. Given that states and 
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territories have acknowledged to run their own hotel quarantine, it is appropriate to 
assume this responsibility remains with the states and territories. 


This misinformation attempt that has been perpetuated by not only Victorian 
government ministers, but the Labor Party has aimed to construct a narrative that shifts 
the blame away. It seems to appear solely as a deflection technique against the failed 
hotel quarantine scandal, being for the purposes of portraying a sense of victimhood 
and coverup. Most likely they have resorted to this fallacy given it can be easily misled 
and taken out of context whilst distorting the meaning. 


e 73% of all COVID-19 deaths in Australia have occurred within aged care facilities 
within Victoria. The following data for aged care reflects the 2020 year: 


CASES IN AGED CARE SERVICES 


Confirmed Austra 


Cases lia ACT NSW _ NT LD SA TAS VIC WA 
Residential 2049 0 61[33) O 1 (1) 0 1(1) 1986 0 
Care [1364] (28) {1331} 
Recipients 685) 655) 
InHome Care 81[73) 0 13[13], 90 8[8} [1] | 5[3] 53 [48] 1(1) 
Recipients (8) 2) 5) 


Cases in care recipients [recovered] (deaths) 


(Source: Australia Government COVID-19 Data for 2020) 


Are the COVID-19 directions constitutionally lawful? 
Unfortunately, the lockdowns, lockouts, and restrictions etc are by far for the most part 


being lawfully imposed by the government, attempting to dismiss their legitimacy and 
harm would be counterproductive. Friendly reminder that legality of laws being imposed 
are not strictly an intended guide to morality and hence will be subjective when 
compared with other jurisdictions. 


To explain how this is constitutional, it goes back to 2008 when the Public Health and 
Wellbeing Act was given royal assent which at the time despite human rights concerns 
appeared to have very little concern to the public. Part of this Act provides the capacity 
for ministers to declare a state of emergency for “serious risk of public health” where 
statutory instruments (Chief Health Officer Directions etc) can be promulgated without 
the need of further parliamentary approval. The Secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services can appoint candidates to then help the government enforce the 
public health measures as ‘authorised officers. Ministers however at their discretion 
have final authority on the directions and how they can direct sections of the 
government. 


We do not condone or endorse people to commit further criminal activity (including 
against the public health laws we oppose) 


What is the difference between Daniel Andrews’ case numbers over other states 
or countries? 

The distinction can be made between whether they directly engaged in actions that 
caused cases and deaths, such as how hotel quarantine which possessed infectious 
people is handled compared to factors outside their control. 
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One infamous foreign example that shreds similarities includes the nursing home 
scandal that occurred in New York, where then Governor Andrew Cuomo directed 
COVID-19 positive patients to be accommodated in nursing homes. Neither Presidents 
Biden/Trump or the facilities could be blamed themselves, but legally the only possible 
criminal charges that could occur was alleged coverups of deaths that occurred due to 
this public policy. 


Should people deliberately get infected with COVID-19 to gain natural immunity? 
Absolutely not, that is something that can be life-threatening or result in serious injury 


with further complications and should not be encouraged. Part of the natural circle of life 
from birth also includes being exposed and building natural immunity among them, such 
as microbes in everyday settings. However, these aren't something usually considered 
safe to do especially if you were to purposefully try and get yourself sick from them. 


Won’t the pandemic management bill improve accountability like in New South 
Wales and New Zealand? 


New South Wales = Public Health Act 2010 
New Zealand = COVID-19 Public Health Response Act 2020 + Health Act 1956 


These are the following legislative framework that is used in New South Wales and New 
Zealand, being the two jurisdictions, most often compared with the bill. The best way to 
determine how much resemblance exists between the bill is referring to those select 
statutes. What is true and cherry-picked however is that the bill would extend to allow 
the Premier a more active role in making newly designed ‘pandemic orders’ and the 
enforcement of them, which last for 3 months and requires the tabling of health advice 
to Parliament. Though releasing the health advice is a practice used within other 
jurisdictions, it would be deceptive on the half-truth to assume that the bill entirely 
equivalent to what is exhibited in either New South Wales or New Zealand. 


What Premier Daniel Andrews has done is try and place some glittering generalisations 
by doing a simple step process: 
= Despite voting against the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Greater 
Transparency and Accountability) Bill 2021, which this private members' bill was 
designed solely to ensure the release of health advice, but the government has 
decided to opt towards making an alternative bill to introduce. 
= Here the Premier is able to claim that "the opposition and crossbenchers have 
been demanding these proposed laws to deflect any criticism, this is relevant 
because while the bill would provide the means to declassify the health advice 
but they have been additionally supplemented with further conditions 
(essentially, the government will only support releasing the health advice if they 
gain additional emergency powers). 
«= The capacity for Parliament to amend/repeal is strictly limited on a select criteria, 
as they can only be brought if the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee 
allows such but only on narrow grounds such as potential constitutional and 
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procedural breaches (e.g the Premier failed to follow the correct steps of the bill 
or didn't publish a statement of human rights compatibility on time etc). MPs 
within the SARC committee simply cannot recommend to the rest of Parliament 
just because they disagree with the issued pandemic order, and neither can it be 
brought to the Supreme Court for judicial review given the emergency powers 
entitles over the three-month period the right to make any order that is 
considered "reasonably necessary". 

= The claim that "legalising discrimination" would be relevant to help cater to more 
high-risk groups is also essentially useless given that legislation already exists 
that would allow the government to address select demographics of the 
population. While it is fair to say that select ages or disabilities might require 
further attention, the bill has included the entire scope of all protected attributes 
guaranteed under the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 including personal association 
with others, marital status, industrial activity or political beliefs. 


Doesn’t a long-term lockdown save lives? 
The main issue comes with how lockdowns have been implemented and the 


excruciating amount of damage it can have to society, the formula itself is flawed and 
has also exhibited no reduction of transmission either. It also comes with the issue that 
during the lockdown, more focus is placed on its enforcement rather than addressing 
the actual medical based issue. 


As seen in Victoria, there has been drastic physical and mental health effects for people 
including for other concerns because of declining medical visits. Life-threatening 
treatment or check-ups have been delayed, lower childhood vaccination rates and 
mental health deterioration have become commonplace. 


In Victoria, what the lockdown has done is forced people to be confined into their homes 
and leaving people to essentially die out (including for non-COVID reasons) with an 
elimination strategy that many epidemiologists have described as unfeasible and 
onerous. While the lockdown was occurring, ample opportunities were made to mitigate 
the response whether it be deploying an emergency response or preparing the health 
system to meet the demand at the time in short notice (which was continuously 
neglected yet argued as a reason why a lockdown was made). This is why scenes of 
makeshift hospitals were seen on the streets of Sydney, the temporary Coronavirus 
Field Hospital in Australia Capitol Territory and other similar projects across the world. A 
study by University of Chicago economist Casey B. Mulligan mentioned in the National 
Bureau of Economic Research Papers that households, given they have shown the 
highest number of transmission also could make it a high-risk setting meaning it might 
just be equally counterproductive if people are left abandoned there. 


In the most radical and extreme sense of a full lockdown similar to a prison, it would 
mean locking everyone inside and not leaving for at all (including the governments so 
called "essential reasons") whilst also simultaneously shutting down all trade (to prevent 
any foreign introduction of the virus), stopping all critical infrastructure from operating 
(after all why sacrifice people stepping outside without a hazmat suit). But of course, 
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this comes down to the level of whether it is practical or if people will only sacrifice the 
freedom of others if it means they retain a level of comfort for themselves. 


How did the government get away with 801 deaths? 
For a start, the government also possesses Crown immunity where legally speaking in most cases 


it can be immune from traditional civil and criminal liability. When the occupational health and 
safety authority Worksafe Victoria laid charges against the government, they at some change 
altered the party listed in the case to the Department of Health and Human Services. Ultimately, 
no individual was held liable and effectively resulted in a government entity charging another 
government entity. 


While many charges existed initially, they were reduced to 58 breaches officially against the 
department for violations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 as a result of failing its 
duty of care which as a result ended up in 801 deaths. For each of the penalties, up to $1.64 
million AUD is intended to be issued each which totalled to $95.12 million, all of it being 
expenditure that will be appropriated from the taxpayer paid Consolidated Fund. Most likely, the 
government will simply plead guilty to themselves and transfer the funds from one entity to 
another. Doing this settlement provides the benefit to eliminate any individual from being held 
liable, reduces the necessity for legal costs/time and prevents the need to provide compensation 
for any affected parties. 


Isn’t the lockdown caused by [insert irrelevant scapegoat] 


In Victoria and of course across Australia, states and territories have jurisdiction over 
implementing emergency public health measures such as lockdown and other related restrictions. 
This means other people or governments have no authority to implement a lockdown and there 
isn’t any supernatural force and blaming others as some justification for the destructive policies 
only shows the strength of divide and conquer techniques perpetrated by the Victoria 
government. While many in government continue to spout the idea that “they had no choice” in 
what they do, it doesn’t take two to quickly figure out that this is just a complete lie, and they 
know that. 
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Shoutouts 
e Not affiliated or sponsored with the following so don’t send hate if it’s based on our 
content, but we however like to share the following entities worth checking out © 
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